
Marianna M. Bolognesi
Dipartimento di Lingue, Letterature e Culture Moderne, Università di Bologna

Via Cartoleria 5, 40124 Bologna
m.bolognesi@unibo.it

https://www.unibo.it/sitoweb/m.bolognesi

Formazione Accademica

Dottorato in Linguistica (ciclo XXIII) 2008–2011
Università di Torino

Laurea Magistrale in Linguistica 2004–2007
Università di Pavia

Laurea Triennale in Lingue e Letterature Straniere 1999–2003
Università di Pisa

Carriera Accademica

Prof.ssa Ordinaria in Linguistica (L-LIN/01 - GLOT-01/A) 2025–oggi
Università di Bologna

Vice-PI e Coordinatrice RL PRIN 2022 2023–oggi
“WEMB” (2022EPTPJ9), Università di Bologna

Principal Investigator (PI) ERC 2022–oggi
“ABSTRACTION” (ERC-2021-STG-101039777), Università di Bologna

Prof.ssa Associata in Linguistica (L-LIN/01 - GLOT-01/A) 2022–2025
Università di Bologna

RTD-b in Linguistica (L-LIN/01) 2019–2022
Università di Bologna

Junior Research Fellow 2018–2019
Jesus College, University of Oxford

Ricercatrice 2017–2019
University of Oxford

Ricercatrice Marie Skłodowska-Curie 2015–2017
University of Amsterdam

Ricercatrice 2013–2014
6 mesi, VU University Amsterdam
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Attività Istituzionali e Incarichi scientifici

Membro Comitato Tecnico-Scientifico PRIN 2022 e PNRR 2024–oggi
Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Collegio di Dottorato LingMod 2023–oggi
Ciclo 39; Ciclo 40; Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Commissione Ricerca 2024–oggi
Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Commissione Assicurazione Qualità 2020–2024
CdS LLS, Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Revisore per progetti proposti per schemi di finanziamento internazionali 2020–oggi
Croatian Science Foundation; Belgian Science Policy Office; MSCA-H2020-COFUND

Responsabile calendario esami scritti 2020–2022
Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Laboratorio Sperimentale LILEC 2019–oggi
Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Commissione Terza Missione 2019–2024
Dip. LILEC, Università di Bologna

Membro Comitato Esecutivo, RaAM 2018–2022
International Association Researching and Applying Metaphor

Coordinatrice Area Ricerca “Metaphor and Multimodality” 2015–2022
Metaphor Lab, UvA

Finanziamenti, riconoscimenti e borse di studio

PRIN 2022 2023-oggi
WEMB: Word Embeddings from Cognitive Linguistics to Language Engineering and back
(2022EPTPJ9) €53 000

ERC Starting Grant 2022-oggi
ABSTRACTION: Unlocking meaning from experience through language
(ERC-2021-STG-101039777) €1,4 M

Jesus College Major Grant Scheme Funds 2019
Rinuncia per trasferimento
(€3 000 EUR)

EU Marie Curie research fellowship 2015–2017
COGVIM: Metaphor theory and the cognitive grounding of visual metaphor
(FP7-PEOPLE-2013-IEF-629076) €187 000 EUR

KNAW Royal Dutch Academy of Science symposium grant 2016
€3 200 EUR
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ABC Amsterdam Brain and Cognition symposium grant 2016
€2 500 EUR

Network Institute Amsterdam symposium sponsorship 2016
€500 EUR

Network Institute Amsterdam research sponsorship 2014
€2 000 EUR

Network Institute travel grant 2013
€1 000 EUR

Borsa di dottorato, Università di Torino 2008–2011
€36 000 EUR

MIUR contributo per soggiorno dottorale all’estero (UCL London, UK) 2009
€1 500 EUR

Borsa EDiSU (Universität Konstanz, Germany) 2006
€1 500 EUR

European Commission Erasmus scholarship 2005–2006
€1 200 EUR

EILC European Commission scholarship, Jagellonsky University (Krakow) 2005
€500 EUR

Congedi di maternità

Periodo di astensione obbligatoria (seconda maternità) 09/09/2019–21/02/2020

Periodo di maternità non retribuito (prima maternità) 01/03/2014–31/12/2014

Didattica istituzionale

69704 — Lingue e Linguaggio 2025–2026
6 CFU CdS Laurea Magistrale in Lingua e cultura italiane per stranieri

69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2025–2026
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69704 — Lingue e Linguaggio 2024–2025
6 CFU CdS Laurea Magistrale in Lingua e cultura italiane per stranieri

69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2024–2025
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69704 — Lingue e Linguaggio 2023–2024
6 CFU CdS Laurea Magistrale in Lingua e cultura italiane per stranieri
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69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2023–2024
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69704 — Lingue e Linguaggio 2022–2023
6 CFU CdS Laurea Magistrale in Lingua e cultura italiane per stranieri

69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2022–2023
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69318 — Linguistica Generale (C) 2021–2022
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2021–2022
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69318 — Linguistica Generale (C) 2020–2021
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

69318 — Linguistica Generale (D) 2020–2021
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

31358 — Linguistica Generale 2 2019–2020
9 CFU CdS Lingue e Letterature Straniere

Didattica integrativa

Didattica dottorale (seminario, 2 ore): Università di Bologna 2025–2026
Dottorato in Lingue, Letterature e Culture Moderne

Didattica dottorale (seminario, 3 ore): Università di Bologna 2024–2025
Dottorato in Lingue, Letterature e Culture Moderne

Didattica dottorale (seminario, 3 ore): Università di Bologna 2023–2024
Dottorato in Lingue, Letterature e Culture Moderne

Didattica dottorale (seminario, 3 ore): Università di Pisa 2022–2023
Dottorato in Discipline Linguistiche e Letterature Straniere

Didattica dottorale (seminario, 3 ore): Università di Pavia 2022–2023
Dottorato in Scienze Linguistiche

Didattica dottorale Postgraduate Summer School “Empirical Methods in Cognitive
Linguistics”

2018–2019

University of Tartu, Estonia (40 ore)

Didattica dottorale Postgraduate Winter School “Visual Metaphor and Deliberate
Metaphor Theory”

2017–2018

University of Amsterdam (20 ore)

Didattica dottorale Postgraduate Winter School “Methods for Metaphor
Identification and Analysis”

2016–2017

University of Amsterdam (20 ore)

Didattica dottorale Postgraduate Winter School “Methods for Metaphor
Identification and Analysis”

2014–2015
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University of Amsterdam (20 ore)

Supervisione

Supervisor Assegnista in Linguistica, GLOT-01/A (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2025–oggi
Dott.ssa Paola Vernillo, presa di servizio 01/06

Supervisor Assegnista in Linguistica, GLOT-01/A (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2025–oggi
Dott.ssa Laura Occhipinti, presa di servizio 01/06

Supervisor Assegnista in Linguistica, L-LIN/01 (PRIN2022), LILEC, UniBo 2023–2025
Dott.ssa Adele Loia

Supervisor Assegnista in Linguistica, L-LIN/01 (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2023–2025
Dott. Andrea Ravelli

Supervisor Assegnista in Psicologia, M-PSY/01 (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2022–2025
Dott.ssa Caterina Villani

Supervisor Assegnista in Linguistica, L-LIN/01 (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2022–2025
Dott.ssa Giulia Rambelli

Supervisor Dottorando in Linguistica, LILEC, UniBo 2022–oggi
Dott. Tommaso Lamarra

Relatrice di 3 lauree triennali, 3 magistrali 2024–2025
LILEC, Università di Bologna

Commissione Valutazione Tesi di Dottorato in Linguistica 2024
University of Amsterdam — Dott.ssa Dunja Wakkers

Relatrice di 3 lauree triennali, 5 magistrali 2023–2024
LILEC, Università di Bologna

Supervisor Dottoranda in Linguistica, LILEC, UniBo 2022–2024
Dott.ssa Claudia Collacciani

Supervisor Assegnista in Informatica Umanistica, INF/01 (ERC), LILEC, UniBo 2022–2023
Dott.ssa Francesca Genovese

Relatrice di 5 lauree triennali, 2 magistrali 2022–2023
LILEC, Università di Bologna

Co-Supervisor Dottoranda in Linguistica 2019–2023
University of Amsterdam — Dott.ssa Jie Fu

Relatrice di 2 lauree triennali e 1 magistrale 2021–2022
LILEC, Università di Bologna

Relatrice di 5 lauree triennali, 1 magistrale; 4 magistrali MA Applied Linguistics 2020–2021
LILEC, UniBo e University of Birmingham (Distance Learning)

Relatrice di 1 laurea triennale 2019–2020
LILEC, UniBo

Commissione Valutazione Tesi di Dottorato in Filosofia e Scienze della Formazione 2019–2020
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Ca’ Foscari — Dott. Alessandro Cavazzana

Tutor esterno per visiting dottorale 2018–2019
Oxford — Dott. Alessandro Cavazzana

Tutor esterno di dottoranda in Linguistica 2017–2018
University Jaume I — Dott.ssa Lorena Bort Mir

Commissione Valutazione Tesi di Dottorato in Psicologia del Linguaggio e della
Cognizione

2017–2018

University Paris 8 — Dott. Geoffrey Ventalon

Commissione Valutazione Tesi di Dottorato in Psicologia del Linguaggio e della
Cognizione

2016–2017

VU Amsterdam — Dott.ssa Floor De Groot

Commissione Valutazione Tesi di Dottorato in Linguistica 2015–2016
VU Amsterdam — Dott.ssa Patricia Pineda

Gruppi di ricerca

ABSTRACTION (ERC) 2022–oggi
PI; site.unibo.it/abstraction/it

ALMA AI – Humanistic AI 2022–oggi
Membro; centri.unibo.it/alma-ai/ricerca/progetti

CIRM – Centro Interuniversitario di Ricerca sulle Metafore 2020–oggi
Membro; Convenzione: CIRM; centri.unibo.it/cirm

Creative Multilingualism 2017–2019
Membro; Programma di ricerca finanziato da grant AHRC, UK creativeml.ox.ac.uk

Metaphor Lab, University of Amsterdam 2015–2022
Coordinatrice Area di ricerca “Metaphor and Multimodality”; https://metaphorlab.org/

Principal Investigator e Coordinatrice – Metaphor Geeks Lab 2012–2018
Coordinatrice e principal investigator; Siena Italian Studies

Organizzazione e partecipazione a convegni scientifici seleziona-
ti

CIRM 2025 Conference, Università della Calabria 2025
Keynote speaker “Metafora, multimodalità e transmedialità” (21–22/10/2025); Convegno CIRM

Cognitive Furures in the Arts and Humanities 2025 Conference, Università di Messina,
Italy

2025

Keynote speaker (28–30/05/2025); Cognitive Tools in Action

Ciclo di seminari ABSTRACTION-ERC: Language-mediated Abstraction and
Computational Modelling

2025
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Organizzazione e chair (16/10/2025) — Prof. Filippo Domaneschi; (17/10/2025) — Dott.ssa Veronica Re-
petti; (19/11/2025) — Prof.ssa Valentina Cuccio; (11/12/2025) — Prof.ssa Kristina Despot (video); Eventi
ABSTRACTION-ERC

Workshop ACL2025: Analogy-ANGLE 2025
Organizzazione presso ACL2025 — “The Second Workshop on Analogical Abstraction in Cognition, Percep-
tion, and Language” (01/08/2025); analogy-angle.github.io

International Workshop “Conversational Dynamics” 2025
Organizzazione e co-chair — “How Abstraction and Abstractness Ebb and Flow in Interaction” (03/04/2025);
lingue.unibo.it/eventi/conversational-dynamics

Comitato Scientifico SLI 2026, UniBo 2024
Membro Commissione Programma

Seminari Permanenti di Linguistica, UniGe 2024
Relatrice su invito (29/10/2024)

CLUB – Circolo Linguistico UniBo 2024
Coordinamento attività a.a. 2024–2025; corpora.ficlit.unibo.it/CLUB

Seminario CLUB, UniBo 2024
Organizzazione e chair (10/10/2024) — Speaker: Prof. Vito Pirrelli

XPRAG-it 2024 Conference, Ca Foscari Venezia 2024
Relatrice — 3 interventi: talk “Abstractness and Social Interaction”, poster “Sentence specificity. . . ” e poster
“Misspelling Patterns. . . ”

Ciclo di seminari ABSTRACTION-ERC: Language-mediated Abstraction and
Computational Modelling

2024

Organizzazione e chair (23/09/2024) — Dr. Phillipp Wicke; (16/09/2024) — Prof. Tony Veale; (19/09/2024)
— Prof. Tony Veale; (08/07/2024) — Prof. Mitch Reyes (video); Eventi ABSTRACTION-ERC

CLUB Convegno Dottorale, UniBo 2024
Keynote speaker “Il dialogo tra scienze linguistiche e nuove tecnologie” (04/06/2024)

Workshop presso IJCAI2024: Analogy-ANGLE, Jeju Corea 2024
Organizzazione — The First Workshop on Analogical Abstraction (03/08/2024); analogy-angle.github.io

Cognitive Science 2024 Conference, Università di Rotterdam, Paesi Bassi 2024
Relatrice — “Abstract Sentences elicit more Uncertainty. . . ” (24–27/07/2024); cogsci-2024

LREC-COLING 2024 Conference, UniTo 2024
Relatrice — 1) “Specifying Genericity. . . ”, 2) “Contextual Variability. . . ” (20–25/05/2024); lrec-coling-2024.org

Dagstuhl Seminar 24192 Germania 2024
Relatrice su invito “Generalization by People and Machines” (05–08/05/2024); dagstuhl.de

Ciclo di seminari ABSTRACTION-ERC: Language-mediated Abstraction and Cognitive
Processing

2024

Organizzazione e chair (27/02/2024) — Prof.ssa Gabriella Vigliocco; (30/01/2024) — Dr Ana Werkmann
Horvat; (20/06/2023) — Dr. Hamad Al Azary; (registrazioni video)

Mini-symposium CLTL, VU University Amsterdam 2024
Relatrice su invito “Specificity ratings in Italian and English” Amsterdam UvA (19/01/2024); cltl.nl

AIHR Amsterdam Seminari UvA Amsterdam 2023
Relatrice su invito “Conceptual concreteness and categorical specificity. . . ” UvA Amsterdam (07/12/2023);
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AIHR

CLIC-IT 2023 Conference, Ca Foscari Venezia 2023
Relatrice poster “Contextual Variability Depends. . . ” (30/11–02/12/2023); clic2023.ilc.cnr.it

Ciclo di seminari ABSTRACTION-ERC: Language-mediated Abstraction and Methods 2023
Organizzazione e chair (11/01/2023) — Prof. Tommaso Caselli; (24/02/2023) — Prof. Bodo Winter;
(12/06/2023) — Dr. Valerio Basile; (05/06/2023) — Prof.ssa Francesca Strik Lievers Eventi ABSTRACTION-
ERC

RaAM16 Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Università di Madrid,
Spagna

2023

Membro Comitato Scientifico (28–30/06/2023); raam16.com

CompCog 23 Complexity and Cognition Conference, Università di Trento 2023
Keynote speaker "Abstraction" (01/02/2023); compcog23

CIRM 2022 Conference, Università di Modena 2022
Keynote speaker “Metaphor in digital communication” (20–21/10/2022); Convegno CIRM

Convegno Linguaggio e Conoscenza, Università di Messina 2022
Keynote speaker (12–13/10/2022); Convegno UniMe

RaAM15 Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Università di Bialystok,
Polonia

2022

Membro Comitato Scientifico (21–24/09/2022); raam15.uwb.edu.pl

Radboud University Workshops, Nimega, Paesi Bassi 2022
Keynote speaker “pitfalls and promises of metaphor use in communication with low-literate audiences”
(08/09/2022); ru.nl

Neuromania 2021 Conference, Università di Toruń, Polonia 2021
Keynote speaker (20–21/11/2021); fens.org

MEGAHR 2021 Conference: The building blocks of information transfer in language
processing

2021

Plenary speaker “Decoupling concreteness and specificity. . . ” (07–08/10/2021); megahr.ffzg.unizg.hr

Croatian Applied Linguistics Conference 2021 2021
Keynote speaker “If #corona doesn’t take you out, can I?” (09–11/09/2021); CALS 2021

Lab Sperimentale LILEC 2021
Coordinamento seminari “Language processing and generation meets AI” (01/09–10/12/2021); site.unibo.it

RaAM14 Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Vilnius 2021
Membro Comitato Scientifico (23–26/06/2021); raam14.flf.vu.lt

LILEC Summer School 2021 2021
Membro Comitato Scientifico e organizzatore (21–25/06/2021); summer-school-catching-language-data

MedCom 2021 Conference, Cagliari 2021
Membro Comitato Scientifico (17–19/06/2021); mediaconference.co

CARLA2020 Conference, Bolzano 2020
Plenary speaker “Conceptual representation” (22–23/09/2020); Conference2020/CARLA

UK CLC 2020 Conference, Birmingham 2020
Relatrice — 3 interventi (27–29/07/2020); ukclc2020.com
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RaAM13 Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Hamar, Norvegia 2020
Keynote speaker “Creative, cutting edge and bleeding edge metaphors” (18–21/06/2020); raam2020

COM2019 Conference, Leiden 2019
Relatrice “Demolishing walls and myths. . . ” (01–03/09/2019); Conference on Multilingualism 2019

RaAM seminar Liège 2019
Plenary speaker “Fantastic Visual Metaphors. . . ” (16–17/05/2019); raam2019.sciencesconf.org

Creative Power of Metaphor International Conference, Oxford 2019
Organizzatrice e co-chair (29–30/03/2019); CML Oxford

Performing Languages Conference, Birmingham 2019
Co-organizzatrice e comitato scientifico (01–02/02/2019); Conf BCU

Tricolore 2018 Conference, Bolzano 2018
Keynote Speaker (13–15/12/2018); tricolore.inf.unibz.it

5th Int. Conference on Metaphor and Discourse 2018, Spain 2018
Keynote Speaker (08–09/11/2018); conference program

RaAM12 Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Hong Kong 2018
Membro Comitato Scientifico (27–30/06/2018)

Creative Multilingualism Workshop, Oxford 2018
Organizzatrice e chair (08/02/2018); Relatori: Prof.ssa J. Littlemore, Prof.ssa E. Fisher, Prof. Burgers

AISC 2017 Conference, Bologna 2017
Membro Comitato Scientifico (14–16/12/2017)

Convegno Intertestualità e Intermedialità, Università di Torino 2017
Plenary speaker (30/11/2017)

Seminario presso Dip. Cognitive Semiotics, Università di Lund, Svezia VisMet 1.0 2017
Relatrice su invito (20/11/2017)

CREOL@JOWO2017, Bolzano 2017
Membro Comitato di programma (21–23/09/2017)

Everyday Creativity Workshop, University of Birmingham UK 2017
Relatrice su invito (07/09/2017)

ICLC 2017 International Conference Cognitive Linguistics, Tartu, Estonia 2017
Relatrice “Concreteness ratings meet Metaphoricity” (10–14/07/2017); iclc14.ut.ee

Brain Day 2017, Amsterdam UvA 2017
Comitato organizzatore (23/06/2017)

ICMC International Conference on Multimodal Communication, Osnabrueck University,
Germania

2017

Relatrice “Flickr Distributional Tagspace: Modeling the multimodal semantic information encoded in Flickr
tags” (09–11/06/2017)

Stuttgart NLP Seminars, Institute for Natural Language Processing, Germania 2017
Relatrice su invito “Distributional similarity beyond linguistic contexts: modeling metaphorical similarity in
visual vs. verbal metaphors” (16/05/2017)

Computational Linguistics Lab, UniPi 2017
Relatrice su invito “Metaphorical similarity in visual metaphors and linguistic metaphors: A distributional
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approach” (04/05/2017); colinglab.humnet.unipi.it

SALC Scandinavian Association for Language and Cognition Conference, Lund
University, Svezia

2017

Relatrice “Concreteness ratings meet Metaphoricity” (19–22/04/2017); konferens.ht.lu.se

Workshops UCD “High Concepts Low Downs”, University College Dublin, Irlanda 2017
Relatrice su invito “Distributional similarity beyond linguistic co-occurrences” (29/03/2017)

SeRiC Seminari, Dip. Filosofia e Comunicazione, UniBo 2017
Relatrice su invito “Metafore visive e concetti astratti: come emergono i concetti astratti dalle immagini
metaforiche” (21/03/2017)

OAP Senior Researchers Day, University of Amsterdam, Paesi Bassi 2016
Relatrice su invito “Distributional similarity beyond linguistic occurrences: the strange case of metaphor
similarity in images and texts” (16/12/2016)

Simposio internazionale Abstract Concepts 2017, University of Amsterdam, NL 2016
Organizzatrice e chair (18/11/2016); abstractconceptsnet.wordpress.com

Perception Metaphor 2016, Max Planck Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nimega, Paesi
Bassi

2016

Relatrice poster “Visual synaesthesia in print advertising” (12–13/10/2016)

6th UK Cognitive Linguistics Conference, University of Bangor, UK 2016
Relatrice “Exploring the content of source and target domains in visual vs verbal metaphors through semantic
features norms” (19–22/07/2016); ukclc2016.bangor.ac.uk

RaAM11 – Researching and Applying Metaphor Conference, Free University Berlin,
Germania

2016

Relatrice “Visual Metaphor” (01–04/07/2016); raam2016.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de

Simposio internazionale Building Figurative Language Repositories, Zagabria, Croazia 2016
Plenary speaker “Vismet 1.0: an Online Annotated Corpus of Visual Metaphors” (27–28/05/2016)

CompSem Lab Seminars, Computer Science Department, University of Colorado,
Boulder, USA

2016

Relatrice su invito “Flickr Distributional Tagspace: mining the semantic spaces emerging from Flickr tag
distributions” (06/01/2016)

IV International Conference on Metaphor and Discourse, University Jaume I, Spagna 2015
Relatrice “The cognitive operations between domains in visual metaphors” (03–04/12/2015)

FTL2 – Figurative Thought and Language 2 Conference, Università di Pavia, Italia 2015
Relatrice “Conceptual metaphors and metaphoric expressions in images: toward a multimodal theory of me-
taphor” (28–30/10/2015); figurativethoughtandlanguage

Intercultural Horizons Conference: Identities, Relationships and Languages in
Migration, Cagliari, Italia

2015

Organizzatrice e relatrice “Visual metaphors and migration” (28/09/2015)

COGVIM Seminars UvA, Paesi Bassi 2015
Organizzatrice e moderatrice seminario con prof. Ken McRae (University of Western Ontario, Canada): “The
importance of Event Knowledge in the Organization and Structure of Semantic Memory” (11/09/2015); cog-
vim.files.wordpress.com

Seminari LLS UniTo 2013
Relatrice su invito “Distributional semantics: a study on foreign language acquisition and a comparison bet-
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ween corpora of linguistic data and corpora of annotated images” (19/11/2013)

CRAL – 3rd International Conference on Meaning Construction and Meaning
Interpretation, Universitad de la Rioja, Spagna

2013

Relatrice “The behavior of source and target domains in corpora of text and images: where the mappings
come from” (18–20/07/2013)

4th UK Cognitive Linguistics Conference, King’s College London, UK 2012
Relatrice “Distributional semantics meets embodied cognition: a case study based on tagsets of Flickr ima-
ges” (10–12/07/2012)

IPSL – International Symposium, Siena, Italia 2011
Commissione organizzatrice locale (09–11/11/2011)

Metaphor Festival 2011, University of Stockholm, Svezia 2011
Relatrice “Cognitive metaphors and motion verbs in L1 and L2” (08–10/09/2011)

The International Partnership for Service-Learning and Leadership, Reed College,
Portland Oregon, USA

2010

Relatrice “Learning Italian language with the FICCS approach: Full Immersion, Culture, Content and Ser-
vice” (29–30/07/2010)

Young Linguists Meeting in Poznan, University of Poznan, Polonia 2010
Relatrice “Semantic memory and Episodic memory in the Bilingual mental lexicon” (10–12/04/2010)

Eventi di disseminazione scientifica di tipo divulgativo

Curatrice mostra “Alla scoperta dell’astrazione linguistica”, Dipartimento LILEC,
Bologna

2025

Evento espositivo (31/03–05/05/2025); versione permanente disponibile online :
https://lingue.unibo.it/it/con-societa-e-impresa/lilec-in-mostra/abstraction-linguaggio-concetti-e-creativita

Organizzatrice attività, Festival della Scienza, Genova 2024
“SCALE DI PAROLE” (30–31/10/2024)

Organizzatrice attività, Notte dei Ricercatori, Bologna 2023
Stand 27 “SCALE DI PAROLE” (29/09/2023)

Organizzatrice attività, Babel Exhibition: Library Lates, University of Oxford 2018
Evento espositivo (2018); creativeml.ox.ac.uk

Organizzatrice attività, Curiosity Carnival, University of Oxford 2017
Evento di divulgazione scientifica (2017); creativeml.ox.ac.uk
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Affiliazione a società scientifiche

Societas Linguistica Europaea (SLE) 2025–oggi
Società di Linguistica Italiana (SLI) 2024–oggi
Associazione Italiana di Linguistica Computazionale (AILC) 2023–oggi
American Psychological Association (APA) 2021–2022
Cognitive Science Society 2020–2021
Centro Linguistico di Ateneo (CLUB), Università di Bologna 2019–oggi
British Association for Applied Linguistics (BAAL) 2018–2020
Psychonomic Society, USA 2017–2019
Scandinavian Association for Language and Cognition (SALC) 2017–oggi
UK Cognitive Linguistics Association (UK-CLA) 2016–oggi
International Association for Researching and Applying Metaphor (RaAM) 2016–oggi
Language and Mind Research Network, University of Edinburgh 2016–oggi

Pubblicazioni selezionate

Curatele

1. Bolognesi, M., & Steen, G. (Eds.). (2019). Perspectives on abstract concepts: From cognitive processing to
semantic representation. Amsterdam, NL: Benjamins Publishing Company. Codice ISBN 9789027203182

2. Bolognesi, M., Despot, K., & Brdar, M. (Eds.). (2019). Metaphor and Metonymy in the Digital Age:
Building repositories of figurative language: Methods, risks, and challenges. Amsterdam, NL: Benjamins
Publishing Company. Codice ISBN 978-9027203441

3. Bolognesi, M., & Steen, G. (Eds.). (2018). Abstract concepts: Structure, processing and modeling
(Special issue). Topics in Cognitive Science, 10(3). https://doi.org/10.1111/tops.12296

Monografie

1. Littlemore, J., Bolognesi, M., Leung, D., Julich, N., & Sobrino, P. (2023). Metaphor, metonymy, the
body and the environment: An exploration of the factors that shape emotion–colour associations and their
variation across cultures. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. Codice ISBN 9781009042468

2. Bolognesi, M., & Werkmann Horvat, A. (2022). The Metaphor Compass. Directions for Metaphor Re-
search in Language, Cognition, Communication, and Creativity. London, UK: Routledge. Codice ISBN
0367484870

3. Bolognesi, M. (2020). Where Words Get Their Meaning: Cognitive processing and distributional modelling
of word meaning in first and second language. Amsterdam, NL: Benjamins Publishing Company. Codice
ISBN 9789027208019

Articoli in rivista

1. Ilievski, F., Hammer, B., van Harmelen, F., Paassen, B., Saralajew, S., Schmid, U., Biehl, M., Bolognesi,
M., Dong, X. L., Gashteovski, K., Hitzler, P., Marra, G., Minervini, P., Mundt, M., Ngomo, A.-C.,
Oltramari, A., Pasi, G., Saribatur, Z. G., Serafini, L., Shawe-Taylor, J., Shwartz, V., Skitalinskaya, G.,
Stachl, C., van de Ven, G. M., Villmann, T. (2025). Aligning Generalisation Between Humans and
Machines. Nature Machine Intelligence, 7, 1378–1389. https://doi.org/10.1038/s42256-025-01109-4
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2. Bolognesi, M. M. (2025). Beyond Concreteness: Why Word Specificity Is the Missing Piece in Theories on
Embodied Language Comprehension. Frontiers in Psychology. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2025.1718655
In Open Access

3. Lamarra, T., Villani, C., & Bolognesi, M. M. (2025). Specificity effect in concrete/abstract semantic
categorization task. Cognitive Processing. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10339-025-01286-5 Anvur, Classe
A. In Open Access

4. Mazzuca, C., Villani, C., Lamarra, T., Bolognesi, M., & Borghi, A. M. (2025). Abstractness impacts con-
versational dynamics. Cognition, 258, 106084. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2025.106084 Anvur,
Classe A. In Open Access

5. Ravelli, A. A., & Bolognesi, M. (2024). Yet another approximation of human semantic judgments using
LLMs. . . but with quantized local models on novel data. Italian Journal of Computational Linguistics,
10(2), 146–162. https://doi.org/10.17454/IJCOL102.04 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

6. Ravelli, A. A., Bolognesi, M., & Caselli, T. (2024). Specificity ratings for English data. Cognitive
Processing. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10339-024-01239-4 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

7. Reilly, J., Shain, C., Borghesani, V., . . . , Bolognesi, M., . . . Vinson, D. (2025). What we mean when
we say semantic: Toward a multidisciplinary semantic glossary. Psychonomic Bulletin & Review, 32,
243–280. https://doi.org/10.3758/s13423-024-02556-7

8. Genovese, F., Bolognesi, M., Di Iorio, A., & Vitali, F. (2024). The advantages of gamification for col-
lecting linguistic data: A case study using Word Ladders. Online Journal of Communication and Media
Technologies, 14(2), e202426.1. https://doi.org/10.30935/ojcmt/14443 Anvur, Classe A. In Open
Access

9. Villani, C., Loia, A., & Bolognesi, M. (2024). The semantic content of concrete, abstract, specific,
and generic concepts. Language and Cognition, 16(4), 867–894. https://doi.org/10.1017/langcog.2023.64
Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

10. Bolognesi, M., Combei, R., La Pietra, M., & Masini, F. (2024). What makes an awfully good oxymoron?
Language and Cognition, 16(1), 242–262. https://doi.org/10.1017/langcog.2023.68 Anvur, Classe A.
In Open Access

11. Roberts, I., & Bolognesi, M. (2023). When does metaphorical language influence emotions and reasoning
about the COVID-19 pandemic? Metaphor & Symbol, 39(1), 55–74.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10926488.2023.2273301 Anvur, Classe A.

12. Werkmann Horvat, A., Bolognesi, M., & Althaus, N. (2023). Attention to the source domain of conventio-
nal metaphorical expressions: Evidence from an eye-tracking study. Journal of Pragmatics, 215, 131–144.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pragma.2023.07.011 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

13. Stampoulidis, G., & Bolognesi, M. (2023). Bringing metaphors back to the streets: A corpus-based study
for the identification and interpretation of rhetorical figures in street art. Visual Communication, 22(2),
243–277. https://doi.org/10.1177/1470357219877538 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

14. Bolognesi, M., & Caselli, T. (2023). Specificity ratings for Italian data. Behavior Research Methods, 55,
3531–3548. https://doi.org/10.3758/s13428-022-01974-6 Anvur, rivista scientifica. In Open Access

15. Bort-Mir, L., & Bolognesi, M. (2023). Reliability in the identification of metaphors in (filmic) multimo-
dal communication. Multimodal Communication, 11(3), 187–201. https://doi.org/10.1515/mc-2021-0022
Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access
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16. Werkmann Horvat, A., Bolognesi, M., Littlemore, J., & Barnden, J. (2022). Comprehension of different
types of novel metaphors in monolinguals and multilinguals. Language & Cognition, 14(3), 401–436.
https://doi.org/10.1017/langcog.2022.8 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

17. Werkmann Horvat, A., Bolognesi, M., & Kohl, K. (2021). On the status of conventional metaphorical
meaning in the L2 lexicon. Intercultural Pragmatics, 18(4), 447–467. https://doi.org/10.1515/ip-2021-
4002 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

18. Werkmann Horvat, A., Bolognesi, M., & Kohl, K. (2021). Creativity is a toaster: Experimental evidence
on how monolinguals vs. multilinguals process novel metaphors. Applied Linguistics, 42(5), 823–847.
https://doi.org/10.1093/applin/amab002 Anvur, Classe A.

19. Strik Lievers, F., Bolognesi, M., & Winter, B. (2021). The linguistic dimensions of concrete and abstract
concepts: Lexical category, morphological structure, countability, and etymology. Cognitive Linguistics,
32(4), 641–670. https://doi.org/10.1515/cog-2021-0007 Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

20. Werkmann Horvat, A., Bolognesi, M., & Lahiri, A. (2021). Processing of literal and metaphorical meanings
in polysemous verbs: An experiment and its methodological importance. Journal of Pragmatics, 171,
131–146. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pragma.2020.10.007 Anvur, Classe A.

21. Wicke, P., & Bolognesi, M. (2021). Covid-19 discourse on Twitter: How the topics, sentiments, subjectivity
and figurative frames changed over time. Frontiers in Communication, 6, 651997.

https://doi.org/10.3389/fcomm.2021.651997 Anvur, rivista scientifica. In Open Access

22. Bort-Mir, L., Bolognesi, M., & Ghaffaryan, S. (2020). Cross-cultural interpretation of filmic metaphors: A
think-aloud experiment. Intercultural Pragmatics, 17(4), 389–416. https://doi.org/10.1515/ip-2020-4001
Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

23. Wicke, P., & Bolognesi, M. (2020). Framing COVID-19: How we conceptualize and discuss the pandemic
on Twitter. PLOS ONE, 15(9), e0240010. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0240010 Anvur, Classe
A. In Open Access

24. Wicke, P., & Bolognesi, M. (2020). Emoji-based semantic representations for abstract and concrete
concepts. Cognitive Processing, 21(4), 615–635. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10339-020-00971-x Anvur,
Classe A. In Open Access

25. Bolognesi, M., Burgers, C., & Caselli, T. (2020). On abstraction: Decoupling conceptual concreteness and
categorical specificity. Cognitive Processing, 21(3), 365–381. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10339-020-00965-9
Anvur, Classe A. In Open Access

26. Vivas, L., Montefinese, M., Bolognesi, M., & Vivas, G. (2020). Core features: Measures and characteri-
zation for different languages. Cognitive Processing, 21(4), 651–667. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10339-020-
00969-5 Anvur, Classe A.

27. Cavazzana, A., & Bolognesi, M. (2020). Uncanny resemblance: Words, pictures, and conceptual repre-
sentations in the field of metaphor. Cognitive Linguistic Studies, 7(1), 31–57.
https://doi.org/10.1075/cogls.00048.cav Anvur, Classe A.

26. Bolognesi, M., & Strik Lievers, F. (2020). How language and image construct synaesthetic metaphors
in print advertising. Visual Communication, 19(4), 431–457. https://doi.org/10.1177/1470357218782001
Anvur, Classe A.

27. Poppi, F., Bolognesi, M., & Oija, A. (2020). Metaphorical conceptualization of pictorial artworks within a
participant-based framework. Semiotica, 236–237, 349–376. doi:10.1515/sem-2020-0021 Anvur, Classe
A.
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28. Reijnierse, G., Burgers, C., Bolognesi, M., & Krennmayr, T. (2019). How polysemy affects concreteness
ratings: The case of metaphor. Cognitive Science, 43(8), e12779. https://doi.org/10.1111/cogs.12779
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30. Bolognesi, M., & Vernillo, P. (2019). How abstract concepts emerge from metaphorical images: The
metonymic way. Language and Communication, 69, 26–41. doi:10.1016/j.langcom.2019.01.002 Anvur,
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31. Stampoulidis, G., Bolognesi, M., & Zlatev, J. (2019). A cognitive semiotic exploration of metaphors in
Greek street art. Cognitive Semiotics, 12(1), 1–24. https://doi.org/10.1515/cogsem-2019-2008

32. Bolognesi, M., & Aina, L. (2019). Similarity is closeness: Using distributional semantic spaces to model
similarity in visual and linguistic metaphors. Corpus Linguistics and Linguistic Theory, 15(1), 101–138.
https://doi.org/10.1515/cllt-2016-0061 Anvur, Classe A.

33. Bolognesi, M., & Steen, G. (2018). Editors’ introduction: Abstract concepts: Structure, processing
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rivista scientifica.
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phors through Flickr tag distributions. Frontiers in Communication, 1, 9. doi:10.3389/fcomm.2016.00009
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Recensioni di volumi su invito

1. Bolognesi, M. (2019). Book review di Perception Metaphors, edited by L. J. Speed, C. O’Meara, L. San
Roque & A. Majid. Review published in Journal of Pragmatics, 155, 160–162.

2. Bolognesi, M. (2018). Book review di Multimodal Metaphor and Metonymy in Advertising, by P. Perez
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Capitoli/Saggi in libro
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