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Research Interests
My interests span across plant ecology, macroecology, community ecology, land‑use science and conservation. I
strive tousebiodiversitybigdata touncover the factorsbehind thedistributionofbiodiversityonEarthacross scales
and how these interact to form communities. I work mostly on vascular plants, but I often venture out into other
taxonomic groups. I am passionate about old‑growth forests. Not only for the sense of awe that they inspire, but
because they can teach us a tremendous amount on how tomanage natural resources sustainably. I am concerned
about global‑change and aim at conducting conservation relevant research. To relax, I code in R.

Experience
AlmaMater Studiorum ‑ University of Bologna Bologna
RiCERCATORE A TEMPO DETERMiNATO (RTD‑B) ‑ SENiOR ASSiSTANT PROFESSOR Oct 2021 ‑ Today
• Member of the research Group in Biodiversity and Macroecology (BIOME)

German Centre for Integrative Biodiversity Research (iDiv)
Martin‑Luther Universität Halle‑Wittenberg Halle‑Jena‑Leipzig

WiSSENSCHAFTLiCHER MiTARBEiTER ‑ POST‑DOC Mar 2018 ‑ Sep 2021
• Coordinator of sPlot ‑ The Global Database of Vegetation Plots
Advisor: Prof. Helge Bruelheide

Humboldt‑Universität zu Berlin Berlin, Germany
WiSSENSCHAFTLiCHER MiTARBEiTER ‑ POST‑DOC Oct 2017 ‑ Feb 2018
• Advisor: Prof. Tobias Kuemmerle

Humboldt‑Universität zu Berlin Berlin, Germany
MARiE SKLODOWSKA‑CURiE FELLOW ‑ POST‑DOC Oct 2015 ‑ Sep 2017
• Research Project: FORESTS and CO ‑ Co‑Benefits and Conflicts between CO2 sequestration and biodiversity conservation in European Forests
Advisor: Prof. Tobias Kuemmerle

Sapienza, University of Rome Rome, Italy
ASSEGNiSTA Di RiCERCA ‑ POST‑DOC Jan 2014 ‑ Sep 2015
• Research Project: The study of floristic diversity in Apennine beech forests as a means for implementing sustainable forest management
schemes
Cofunded by LIFE+11 project FAGUS ‑ Forests of the Apennines: Good practices to conjugate Use and Sustainability
Advisor: Prof. Carlo Blasi

Qualification, Education & Training
QUALiFiCATiON
2018‑2024 Italian National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) ‑ 2nd Level Botany ‑ 05/A1
2018‑2024 Italian National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) ‑ 2nd Level Ecology ‑ 05/C1

EDUCATiON

PhD in Ecology Rome, Italy
SAPiENZA, UNiVERSiTY OF ROME Oct 2010 ‑ Mar 2014
• Dissertation: ’Structural heterogeneity, dispersal limitation and abiotic resources. Causes and determinants of plant biodiversity in Southern
European old‑growth forests’
Advisor: Prof. Carlo Blasi; Co‑Advisor: Sabina Burrascano, PhD

MSc in Environmental Sciences Rome, Italy
SAPiENZA, UNiVERSiTY OF ROME Jan 2007 ‑ Feb 2009
• 110/110 cum laude
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BSc in Environmental Sciences Rome, Italy
SAPiENZA, UNiVERSiTY OF ROME Sep 2004 ‑ Dec 2008
• 110/110 cum laude

STUDY PERiODS ABROAD

Visiting PhD Student Brno, Czech Republic
DEPT. OF BOTANY AND ZOOLOGY, MASARYK UNiVERSiTY February 2014
• Project title: Testing the use of vegetation‑plot databases to assess plant diversity patterns. The case of Czech Republic
Host: Milan Chytry

Visiting PhD Student Turku, Finland
DEPT. OF BiOLOGY. UNiVERSiTY OF TURKU Jan 2013 ‑ May 2013
• Host: Prof. Hanna Tuomisto

Visiting Scholar Madison (WI), USA
DEPT. OF FOREST AND WiLDLiFE ECOLOGY, UNiVERSiTY OF WiSCONSiN‑MADiSON Jan 2010 ‑ Sep 2010
• Project title: Functional diversity of ground‑layer plant communities in old‑growth andmanaged northern hardwood forests
Host: David Mladenoff

ADDiTiONAL TRAiNiNG

Course ‑ Bayesian Statistics Leipzig, Germany
iDiV ‑ GERMAN CENTRE FOR INTEGRATiVE BiODiVERSiTY RESEARCH April 2019
• Instructor: Dr Benjamin Rosenbaum, PhD

Course ‑ Statistical Rethinking Leipzig, Germany
MAX PLANCK INSTiTUTE FOR EVOLUTiONARY ANTHROPOLOGY Dec 2018 ‑ Mar 2019
• Instructor: Dr Richard McElreath, PhD

Course ‑ Git Basics ‑ For Beginner‑Level Git Users Leipzig, Germany
iDiV ‑ GERMAN CENTRE FOR INTEGRATiVE BiODiVERSiTY RESEARCH October 2018
• Instructors: Dirk Sarpe, Christian Krause

Course ‑ How to Become a Junior Group Leader Leipzig, Germany
iDiV ‑ GERMAN CENTRE FOR INTEGRATiVE BiODiVERSiTY RESEARCH Nobember 2018
• Instructors: Dr Alexander Schiller, PhD

Course ‑ Advanced Thesis and Paper Writing Berlin, Germany
DEPT. OF GEOGRAPY, HUMBOLDT‑UNiVERSiTÄT ZU BERLiN June 2016
• Instructor: Dörthe Schimansky‑Geyer

Course ‑ Manipulating big data in R for vegetation scientists Brno, Czech Republic
DEPARTMENT OF BOTANY AND ZOOLOGY. MASARYK UNiVERSiTY July 2015
• Instructor: Dr. Viktoria Wagner

Course ‑ Introduction tometa‑analysis in ecology Genova, Italy
DISTAV ‑ DiPARTiMENTO Di SCiENZE DELLA TERRA, DELL’AMBiENTE E DELLA ViTA. UNiVERSiTÀ Di GENOVA May 2014
• Instructors: Forenza Micheli (Stanford University), Craig W. Osenberg (University of Florida), Joachim Claudet (University of Perpignan)

Course ‑ How to present a successful project proposal in the framework of EU Research
and Innovation Rome, Italy

SAPiENZA, UNiVERSiTÀ Di ROMA November 2013
• APRE ‑ Agency for the Promotion of European Research

Workshop ‑ Public Speaking Rome, Italy
SITE ‑ SOCiETÀ ITALiANA Di ECOLOGiA February 2012
• Instructor: Jacopo Pasotti

Course ‑ GIS ‑ Advanced training course in GIS and Remote Sensing Rome, Italy
IPT S.R.L., ‑ INFORMATiCA PER iL TERRiTORiO January 2012
• Instructor: Stefano De Corso

Course ‑ Analysis of Ecological data in R Program Rome, Italy
UNiVERSiTY ’ROMA TRE’ June 2011
• Instructor: Dr David Zeleny, PhD



Intensive Training Workshop on LANDIS‑II Forest Landscape Model Madison (WI), USA
UNiVERSiTY OF WiSCONSiN, MADiSON (USA) January 2010
• Instructor: Dr Robert Scheller PhD

Additional Work Experience
University of Life Science ‑ Faculty of Forestry andWood Sciences Prague, Czech Republic
SCiENTiFiC CONSULTANT Oct 2023 ‑ Dec 2023
• Identification of patterns of plant biodiversity in EuropeanOld‑growth forests. Support on statistical analysis, data preparation and visualization

FZS ‑ Frankfurter Zoological Society Frankfurt, Germany
SCiENTiFiC CONSULTANT Feb 2019 ‑ Sep 2020
• Update and expand the map of Primary forest for Europe (contract: ETN‑WIE‑GR1‑001)

SBI ‑ Società Botanica Italiana ONLUS Rome, Italy
SCiENTiFiC AND TECHNiCAL ADViSOR May 2009 ‑ Feb 2010
• Technical and scientific support to research and publication activities

eGeos s.p.a. Rome, Italy
TRAiNEE Apr 2009 ‑ Jul 2009
• Testing automatic techniques for the extraction of thematic information from remote sensed imagery with Definiens Developer 7.0 (eCognition)

Telespazio s.p.a. Rome, Italy
TRAiNEE Dec 2007 ‑ Jun 2008
• Involved in the creation of the ‘Map of natural and semi‑natural Vegetation Types through the improvement of Latium Land Cover map to the
4th and 5th CLC level‘

Awards & Achievements
AWARDS

2024
Frontiers Planet Prize ‑ Finalist https://magazine.unibo.it/archivio/2024/02/15/un‑
ricercatore‑unibo‑tra‑i‑finalisti‑italiani‑per‑il‑frontiers‑planet‑prize

Frontiers Research Foundation

2023
’Marin Drăcea’ Award – for selviculture, ecology and forest science ‑
https://acad.ro/institutia/acte/premii/2021.pdf

Romanian Academy of Sciences

2016 The Reviewer Prize ‑ Winner ‑ www.peerageofscience.org/the‑reviewer‑prize‑2016/ Peerage of Science
2015 The Reviewer Prize ‑ Honorary Mention ‑ www.peerageofscience.org/reviewer‑prize‑2015/ Peerage of Science

GRANTS

2021 Rita Levi Montalcini fellowship 2019
Italian Ministry of Education,

University and Research
2019 Kongressreisen #57445178 German Academic Exchange Service
2015 Marie Sklodowska‑Curie actions fellowship ‑ Grant No. 658876 European Commission
2014 Research start‑up grant ‑ C26N14JZMA Sapienza, University of Rome
2012 Research start‑up grant ‑ C26N12ESSE Sapienza, University of Rome
2010 International Post‑degree Scholarship Sapienza, University of Rome
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carnivores and crop‑raiding prey as large carnivores recolonize human‑dominated landscapes. Biological Conservation, 269, 109553.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2022.109553
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