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Interests: Public Economics · Inequality Theory · Applied Microeconometrics

Research Experience

Research Fellow Feb 2026 – Present
University of Bologna, Department of Economics. Supervisors: Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro and
Prof. Michele Costa.
• Project: EVOSST – Measuring Social Well-being and Assessing the Causal Effectiveness of

Local Services Against Poverty.
• Conducting advanced impact evaluation of local welfare services, focusing on multidimen-

sional well-being measurement and causal inference of anti-poverty policies.
• Project: Disuguaglianza delle Opportunità nei Processi Educativi: un’analisi di transizione

dei percorsi secondari e terziari, with AlmaDiploma and AlmaEsami.
• Project: Uguaglianza delle opportunità e deprivazione sociale. Un’analisi dei percorsi in

Caritas Bologna, with Caritas Diocesana di Bologna.

Technical Research Assistant Jan 2026 – Present
University of Bologna. Supervisor: Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro.
• Project: Evaluation of International Cooperation Projects (Access to Education) commis-

sioned by ENI Technology R&D.
• Providing technical and logistical support for the meta-evaluation of international education

initiatives using mixed methods (quantitative and qualitative).
• Assisting the research team in assessing the contribution to SDG4 targets and defining an

evidence-based “Model of Intervention” for future development policies.

Research Fellow Jul 2025 – Jan 2026
University of Bologna, Department of Economics. Supervisor: Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro.
• Project: EVOSST Horizon (Evaluation and Valorization of Social Services for a Sustainable

Transition).
• Applied advanced econometric methods for social analysis, utilizing causal identification

strategies such as Difference-in-Differences (with continuous treatment), Regression Discon-
tinuity Design, and Instrumental Variables.

• Developed normative frameworks regarding inequality of opportunity.

Research Assistant Mar 2024 – Jun 2024
University of Bologna. Supervisor: Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro.
• Managed data collection, cleaning and merging of complex datasets using Python and Stata.
• Performed inequality decomposition and causal analysis replicating Hufe et al. (2022).
• Designed geographic mappings and spatial analysis using QGIS for the “5 Pani e 2 Pesci”

project.
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Education

MSc in Economics and Public Policy Sep 2022 – Mar 2025
Final Grade: 110/110 cum laude (GPA: 29.36/30)
University of Bologna, Italy
Thesis: “Equality of Opportunity Policies and Freedom from Poverty in the Caritas of Bologna”.
Supervisor: Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro.
- Key Coursework: Advanced Microeconomics, Advanced Macroeconomics, Mathematical and

Statistical Methods for Economics, Advanced Econometrics, International Monetary Eco-
nomics, Advanced Industrial Economics.

- Quantified “unfair inequality” using Shapley value decomposition to determine the marginal
contribution of circumstances and poverty.

BA in Political Sciences and Int. Relations Sep 2018 – Mar 2022
Final Grade: 110/110 cum laude
University of Bologna, Italy
Thesis: “Meritocracy in Sandel’s Political Thought: Analysis of a Social Model”.
Supervisor: Prof. Maria Laura Lanzillo.

Publications and Working Papers

• Daniele Ballerini; Giuseppe Pignataro, Molto prima del 110: la lunga strada del merito,
ETICA ED ECONOMIA, 2026, 259 [article].

• Daniele Ballerini; Giuseppe Pignataro, Endogenous Poverty Thresholds and Fairness-Consistent
Targeting, , 2026[Working paper].

Conference and Seminar Presentations

ENI: Final Evaluation 04 Jun 2026
Presented the data analysis carried out within the framework of the LDPj-CIS projects launched
by ENI in Ivory Coast, Mozambique, Egypt, and Congo.
LDPj-CIS Project – ENI Ghana 11 May 2026
Presented the data analysis carried out within the framework of the LDPj-CIS project launched
by ENI in Ghana.
PROEDU Project – ENI Mexico 27 April 2026
Presented the data analysis carried out within the framework of the PROEDU project launched
by ENI in Mexico.
3rd Plenary Meeting of EVOSST 21 April 2026
Presented the contribution titled “Development of Measurement Instruments”.
XXIII Convegno Nazionale AlmaDiploma – “Profilo dei diplomati e
loro esiti a distanza”

26 Feb 2026

Oratorio San Filippo Neri, Bologna .
Co-curator of the research “Dalla scuola all’università: le determinanti del successo accademico”
(with Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro).
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Caritas Diocesana of Bologna – “Settimana Insieme” Event 26 Sep 2025
Speaker. Presented the analysis “Equality of Opportunity and Social Deprivation” (with Prof.
G. Pignataro).

Caritas Diocesana of Bologna – “Settimana Insieme” Event 23 Sep 2024
Presented the preliminary thesis project results on pathways within Caritas Bologna.

Media Coverage and Public Dissemination

Skuola.net – “Dimmi che diploma hai, ti dirò che voto di laurea avrai: uno
studio sfata il mito della ‘remuntada’ all’università”

15 Apr 2026

Tgcom24 – “Dimmi che diploma hai, ti dirò che voto di laurea avrai: sfatato
il mito della ‘remuntada’ ”

15 Apr 2026

Orizzonte Scuola – “Addio al mito della rivincita all’università: il 52% del
voto di laurea dipende dalla scuola scelta a 14 anni”

15 Apr 2026

These articles featured and disseminated the main findings of the study on AlmaEsami/AlmaDiploma
data carried out with Prof. Giuseppe Pignataro.

Technical Skills

Statistical Software: Stata (Advanced), Gretl (Advanced), R (Advanced), Python (Ad-
vanced).
Tools: LaTeX, QGIS (Geographic Mapping), Microsoft Excel.
Languages: Italian (Native), English (B2 - CEFR), Spanish (A2 - CEFR).

Volunteering and Social Engagement

Laboratori Migranti (Bologna) Feb 2024 – present
Activities with migrants and socially vulnerable individuals.

Musica hermana (Bologna) Jan 2024 – present
Musical activities aimed at community building with older adults and individuals with disabili-
ties.

Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII (Rimini) Aug 2024
Service camp within a community hosting homeless people.

Other Interests

Reading (essays and novels), Gym, Music (vocals).
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