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EDUCATION
University of Bologna                                                                                                                                    
PhD in Agricultural, Environmental and Food Science and Technology             Bologna, IT | 2023 – currently
Curriculum: Agricultural and Food Economics and Policy – Thesis: How to Enhance Sustainability in the Alternative Protein Supply Chain: Policies and Management Actions from Production to Consumption                                                             
· Research project aimed at investigating the competitiveness of the alternative protein industry through a multi-level perspective. The thesis includes analysis of competitiveness of European alternative protein companies, marketability of products, commercialization strategies, and sourcing strategies for plant protein ingredients.
· Applied a mixed-methods approach encompassing systematic literature review, qualitative content analysis, descriptive statistics, and principal component analysis.
· Contributed to two Horizon Europe projects (Like-A-Pro and FEASTS), including conducting over 80 interviews with stakeholders and companies and facilitating consumer living labs.
· Designed and delivered guest seminars on alternative protein systems to undergraduate and postgraduate students.
· Participation in national and international academic conferences presenting key academic results. 
Federal University of Paraná
Visiting PhD Candidate                                                                                       Curitiba, BR | Jun – Dec 2025
· Investigated sourcing strategies and buyer-supplier relationships in the plant-based food sector, with a focus on the comparison between the Brazilian and European industry.
· Co-developed and managed the course Feeding the Future: Business Strategies and Entrepreneurial Opportunities in Alternative Proteins, including program design, speaker selection, and enrolment management.
King’s College London
MSc: Environment, Politics and Development – Pass with merit                              London, UK | 2021 – 2022 
· Dissertation: Are we eating too much Nutella? The global supply chain of hazelnuts and its implication in Central Italy (11,000 words)
This research analyses the global supply chain of hazelnuts, with a focus on the socioeconomic implications on the area of Viterbo, in Central Italy. The results are based on an in-depth literature review and interviews with local stakeholders, especially farmers and experts in the hazelnut sector.

University of Bologna
Bachelor’s Degree: Diplomatic and International Sciences                                           Forlì, IT | 2018 – 2021
Score: 110/110 cum laude
· Relevant module: Political Science, Challenges of Climate Change, Contemporary history, International relations, Macroeconomics, History of the African Continent.
WORK EXPERIENCE
Research fellow                                                                      FelsineoVeg – Zola Predosa, IT | Apr – Jun 2026
· Analyzed emerging markets for plant-based products, mapping key companies, relevant policies, stakeholders, and commercialized products.
· Produced reports and presented findings to support the development of an internationalization strategy of the company.
Research fellow                                         Good Food Institute Europe – Bruxelles, BE | Nov 2024 – Feb 2025
1. Interviewed companies’ representatives to investigate the perspective of alternative protein companies on factors influencing business development and their sourcing strategies for key ingredients.
1. Partecipated in advocacy and policy events on alternative proteins for food system stakeholders.
Members & Networks Intern                         European Cyclists' Federation – Bruxelles, BE | Feb – Aug 2023
· Collaborated in the organization of webinars and two in-person events, strengthening my interpersonal and communicative skills.
· Optimized the process of tracking and reporting my team activity through the implementation of a new system.
Sustainability Reporting Intern                                           Manufacture 2030 – Remoto, UK | May – Aug 2022                                                                                                                         
· Researched and outlined case studies about noteworthy examples of sustainability strategy among the suppliers, focusing particularly on agribusinesses.
· Supported the team in the realization of webinars on sustainability-related topics by promoting the event with emails to our clients and by managing the Q&A session of each event.
SKILLS
· 
· Italian (Native); English (Advanced); Portuguese (Intermediate).
· Advanced qualitative and quantitative research skills and engagement of stakeholders
· Effective communication
· Word, PowerPoint, Excel, Nvivo12, SPSS, Canva


PUBLICATIONS
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Samoggia, A., Benussi, C., and Macaione, G. (2025), “Factors Shaping the Business Development of the Alternative Protein Transition: A Systematic Literature Review”, Sustainability, vol. 17, p. 17, doi: https://doi.org/10.3390/su17177930 
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CONFERENCE PARTICIPATION AS INVITED SPEAKER
· 2nd Convegno Congiunto SIDEA - SIEA – CeSET “Territori rurali in transizione: politiche, innovazioni e futuri possibili” – Sept 2026, Florence, IT
Presentation title: Applying Q Methodology to Explore Food System Stakeholders’ Perspectives on the Marketability of Alternative Protein Products
· 15th Conference of the Italian Association of Agricultural and Applied Economics “Global agri-food value chains in a changing geopolitical order: towards new equilibria?” – Jun 2026, Rome, IT
Presentation title: Framing the Protein Transition: Company Performance Factors and Competitiveness from the Sourcing Strategy in the Alternative Protein Industry
· 2nd Conference on Alternative Proteins & II Cultured Meat Workshop – Nov 2025, Florianopolis, BR
Poster title: Advancing a Sustainable Protein Future: Business Determinants and Stakeholder Views on Marketability in the European Alternative Protein Sector
· 190th Seminar of the European Association of Agricultural Economists, “Financing sustainable and resilient transitions in agri & food systems” – Nov 2024, Wageningen, NL
Presentation title: A Systematic Literature Review of Cultured Meat Global Value Chain through the Lens of the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Model
· 10th PhD Workshop of the European Association of Agricultural Economists – Jun 2024, Budapest, HU
Presentation title: A Systematic Literature Review of Cultured Meat Global Value Chain through the Lens of the Entrepreneurial Ecosystem Model
