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EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
 
Professor of Economics, University of Bologna 2022 
Coordinator of the PhD in Economics, University of Bologna 2022 
Visiting Professor, European University Institute, 2022 
Professor of Microeconomics, European University Institute, 2011-2021. 
Head of the Economics Department, European University Institute, 2018-2020. 
Visiting Professor of Economics, CERGE-EI, 2013-2015. 
Associate Professor of Economics, MOVE and Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, 2010-2011. 
Affiliated Professor, Barcelona Graduate School of Economics, 2010-2011. 
Assistant Professor of Economics, California Institute of Technology, 2004-2011. 
Short-Term Visits: Princeton Politics September 2010, CERGE-EI December 2009. 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in Economics, University of Pennsylvania, 2004.  
Laurea (BA) in Economics (Summa cum Laude), Università Bocconi.    
 
HONORS, GRANTS AND AWARDS 
 
European Media and Information Fund “FacTS: Factual Transparent Statements”  2023-2025. 
PRIN “Fact-Checking Politicians” with F. Sobbrio, 2023-2025.  
PRIN “Voting, Lobbying and Disrupting: Political Economy via Economic Sociology” with S. Modica and 
David K. Levine, 2019-2021.  
Team member of Horizon 2020 “A Dynamic Economic and Monetary Union” ADEMU, 2015-2018.  
Collaborator ERC Grant “Political Mind: Explaining Politicians’ and Voters’ Behavior” 2015.  
Grant Agency of the Czech Republic  with Fabio Michelucci, 2013-2015. 
Ramón y Cajal Fellowship, Spanish Ministry of Science and Technology, 2010 
NSF grant SES 0617901 (joint with A. Merlo) 2006-2010 
University of Pennsylvania: William Polk Carey Prize in Economics, best dissertation 2005; Weintraub Fel-
lowship in Economics, best theoretical contribution 2001 
 
PAPERS 
 
1. “The Tripartite Auction Folk Theorem” with D. K. Levine and S. Modica, European Economic Re-

view, 2024. 
2. “Public versus Secret Voting in Committees” with M. Y. Nakaguma, Journal of the European Eco-

nomic Association, 2022. 
3. “Success in Contests” with D. K. Levine, Economic Theory, 2021. 
4. “Trade Associations: Why Not Cartels?” with D. K. Levine and S. Modica, International Economic 

Review, 2021. 
5. “Voter Turnout with Peer Punishment” with D. K. Levine, American Economic Review, 2020. 
6. “The Right Type of Legislator” with E. Snowberg, Journal of Public Economics, 2018.  
7. “Mediocracy” with A. Merlo, Journal of Public Economics, 2015. 
8. “On the Nature of Competition in Alternative Electoral Systems” with M. Iaryczower Journal of Pol-

itics, 2013. 
9. “The Pro-Competitive Effect of Campaign Limits in Non-Majoritarian Elections” with M. Iaryczower, 

Economic Theory, 2012.  
10. “Personal Influence:  Social Context and Political Competition”, with A. Galeotti, American Economic 

Journal: Microeconomics, 2011.  
11. “Quorum and Turnout in Referenda” with H. Herrera, Journal of the European Economic Association, 

2010.  
12. “Policy Uncertainty, Electoral Securities and Redistribution”, International Economic Review, 2010.  



 

 

13. “The Labor Market of Italian Politicians” with V. Galasso, M. Landi and A. Merlo, in The Ruling 
Class: Management and Politics in Modern Italy, Oxford University Press, 2010 (Italian version 
Classe Dirigente: L'Intreccio tra Business e Politica, Egea, 2010).  

14. “Membership in Citizen Groups” with S. Barbieri, Games and Economic Behavior, 2009.  
15. “Can We Insure Against Political Uncertainty? Evidence form the U.S. Stock Market”, Public Choice, 

2008. 
16. “Many Enemies, Much Honor? On the Competitiveness of Elections in Proportional Representation 

Systems” with M. Iaryczower, in The Political Economy of Democracy, BBVA, 2008.  
17. “Political Careers or Career Politicians?” with A. Merlo, Journal of Public Economics, 2008. 
18. “Voter Rationality and Democratic Government” with R. Kiewiet, Critical Review, 2008. 
19. “The Transparency of Politics and the Quality of Politicians” with A. Merlo, American Economic Re-

view P&P, 2007. 
20. “Moving Skills from Hands to Heads: Does Importing Technology Affect export performance in Tex-

tiles?” with G. Barba Navaretti and M. Galeotti, Research Policy, 2004. 
 
Working Papers 
 
21. “Polarization and Electoral Balance” with D. K. Levine 
22. “Labor Associations: The Blue Wall of Silence” with D. K. Levine and S. Modica 
23. “Fact-Checking Politicians” with S. Nocito and F. Sobbrio  
24. “How to Pick a Winner” with F. Michelucci 
25. “Populism and War” with M. Morelli and M. Y. Nakaguma 
26.  “The Fiscal Effects of Political Tenure” with A. Cintolesi and D. Iorio 
27. “The Rise of Referendums” with G. Correa Lopera and A. Nicolò 
 
Work in Progress 
 
28. “The Selection and Election of Politicians” with T. Nannicini, M. Onorato and F. Trebbi 
29. “Social Mechanisms and Political Economy” with D. K. Levine and S. Modica 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 
 
Guest Lecturer 19th session of the Institutional and Organizational Economics Academy IOEA, 2022 
Associate Editor for European Economic Review 2021- 
CEPR Research Fellow 2022- 
RCEA Senior Fellow 2023- 
Board member of ASSET 
Panelist (2016-2018) for Economic Policy 
Program Committee Member for ESEM 2016  
 
Invited Talks >100 
 
2023: CEPR-PSE Forum, CEPR Workshop on Media, Nazarbayev 
2022: Verona, Venezia, Poleconuk Webinar  
2021: ECARES, Georgetown, Bolzano, Amsterdam, CUNEF 
2019: Sciences-PO, Padova, UNSW, UCL 
2018: HSE Moscow, Universidad de Barcelona, EIEF, CUNEF, Tor Vergata 
2017: Cattolica Milano, LSE Government, LUISS, Bristol, Firenze, Napoli, Manchester 
2004-16: Alicante, Bocconi (2), Bologna (2), Brescia, Bristol, Caltech (3), Carlos III (2), Cattolica Milano 
(2), CERGE-EI, Collegio Carlo Alberto, Columbia (2), ECARES, Essex, Erasmus University, EUI, HEC 
Montreal, Haas Berkeley, IESE Barcelona, IIES Stockholm, IMT Lucca (2), King’s College, LSE (2), LSE 
Government, Max Planck Institute Bonn, NYU, Northwestern, Oslo, Princeton, Queen’s University, Tor 
Vergata, Royal Holloway, Rutgers, Sciences-PO, St. Andrews, Stockholm, Texas Austin, UAB, UBC, UC 
Berkeley, UCL, UCLA, Napoli (2), Padova (2), Pablo de Olavide, UPenn (2), UPF (3), UQUAM, USC, 
USC-Marshall, Toronto, Warwick, Western Ontario, WashU St. Louis.  
  



 

 

Invited Conferences: Luxembourg PECO (2023), Stanford Institute for Theoretical Economics (2020), Aus-
tralian Political Economy Workshop (2019), ASSET (2019, 2018, 2016, 2013, 2010), Workshop on Political 
Economy, ETH Zurich (2018), Dondena Workshop in Political Economy, Bocconi (2018), Kostanz Work-
shop in Political Economy (2017), Barcelona GSE Summer Forum (2017), EEA (2017, 2016, 2013, 2007, 
2006), ESEM (2016), Padova Work- shop in Political Economy (2016), Cornell Political Economy Confer-
ence (2016), CEPR-Warwick-Princeton-Yale Polecon Symposium (2023), Venice Political Economy con-
ference (2016, 2014, 2013), LSE-NYU Conference on Political Science and Political Economy (2014), 
ISNIE (2013), Chicago Constitutional Design and the Scope of Government Conference (2013),  4th Work-
shop on "Institutions, Individual Behavior and Economic Outcomes" (2013), Warwick Workshop in Political 
Economy (2012), Bologna Workshop of Politics and Economics (2011), Rotterdam Workshop in Political 
Economy (2011), NYU Villa La Pietra Conference (2011), SAET (2011), Barcelona JOCS (2011), WZB 
Advances on the Political Economy of Conflict and Redistribution (2011), Urrutia Elejalde Workshop on 
Political Decision Making (2010), MOVE-UAB Workshop on Selection of Politician (2010), Econometric 
Society World Congress (2010), Petralia Sottana Applied Economic Workshop (2010, 2012), UQUAM Con-
ference in Political Economy (2010), Princeton Political Economy (2009), Stanford-Hoover (2009), Urrutia 
Elejalde Summer School (2009), SED (2004, 2005, 2008, 2009), Workshop on the Political Economy of 
Democracy (2008), SWET (2008), AEA (2007, 2011), CEPR-ESSET (2007), Winter Meetings of the Econ-
ometric Society (2007), CEPR-ESSET (2007), Winter Meetings of the Econometric Society (2007), MPSA 
(2006, 2008), North American Summer Meetings of the Econometric Society (2006), PIER Conference in 
Political Economy (2006, 2008), SISL Conference (2005)  
 
Referee for American Economic Journal, American Economic Review, American Journal of Political Sci-
ence, American Political Science Review, Econometrica, Economic Inquiry, Economics Bullettin, Economic 
Journal, Economic Theory, European Political Science Review, Games and Economic Behavior, Interna-
tional Economic Review, International Tax and Public Finance, Journal of Economic Theory, Journal of the 
European Economic Association, Journal of Law Economics and Organization, Journal of Money Credit 
and Banking, Journal of Political Economy, Journal of Politics, Journal of Public Economics, Journal of 
Public Economic Theory, Journal of Theoretical Politics, Political Research Quarterly, Public Choice, 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Quarterly Review of Economics and Finance, Review of Economic Dynam-
ics, Review of Economic Studies, Southern Economic Journal, Theoretical Economics, ANVUR, ERC, Basque 
Foundation for Science, Israel Science Foundation, NSF, SSHRC Canada, FIS 
 
Co-organizer Priorat Workshop in Theoretical Political Science 2011- 2016 
Organizer MOVE-UAB Workshop on Selection of Politician 2010 
Co-organizer Caltech Bray Seminar in Political Economy 2006-2009 
 
TEACHING 
 
UNIBO: General Equilibrium (Micro 1 graduate) 2021-2023, Game Theory (Micro 2 graduate and master) 
2022-2024, Political Economy (master) 2022, Public Economics 2022-2024 (undergraduate) 
EUI: Information Economics (Micro 3 graduate) 2012-2020, 2023-2024 Political Economy (graduate) 2012-
2021.  
IDEA-UAB: Political Economy I (graduate) 2009-2011.  
Caltech: Foundations of Political Economy (graduate) 2005-2011, Political Economy (undergraduate) 2005-
2011, Public Finance (undergraduate) 2005-2006.  
 
GRADUATE ADVISING 
 
PhD Main Advisor at EUI (first placement): Helia Faria da Costa (research fellow LSE), Oeystein Hernaes 
(Vista Analyse), Pavel Brendler (Bonn), Brais Alvarez Pereira (Universidad Loyola Andalucia), Giovanni 
Andreottola (Yale Cowles Foundation and CSEF), Antoni De Moragas (CUNEF), Lorenzo Verstraten 
(2019), Andrea Cintolesi (Milan Statale, Bank of Italy), Chiara Santantonio (postdoc LUISS, Bath Univer-
sity), Aschkan Mery (Planetrics - McKinsey), Giulia Caprini (Nuffield Oxford), Tuuli Tahtinen (IFO), Pietro 
Panizza (exp 2024), Damiano Argan (exp 2024), Marco Colleoni (exp 2024).  
 
PhD Thesis Committee Member at EUI: Chara Papioti (Rennes School of Business), Arevik Mkrtchyan 
(post-doctoral researcher Hanover), Nial Hughes (post-doctoral fellow Warwick), Matteo Fiorini (RSCAS), 



 

 

Anastasia Antsygina (HSE, Moscow), Joanna Franaszek (Warsaw School of Economics), Moritz Roth 
(ECB), Sylta Cornils (Lund University), Madina Kurmangaliyeva (Tilburg), Gozde Corekcioglu (Kadir Has 
University), Filip Lazaric (Ergon), Johanna Posch (2019), Mathijs Janssen (Bonn), Daniele Angelini (Kon-
stanz), Nikolaj Broberg (2022), Konuray Mutluer (CERGE-EI), Marcin Roter (exp 2024).  
 
PhD Main Advisor at UNIBO (first placement): Giacomo Opocher (exp 2027), Manuel Blasco (exp 2027). 
 
Ph.D. Thesis Committee Member (first placement): Jon X. Eguia (New York University), Francesco Sobbrio 
(IMT Lucca), Orestis Troumpounis (Carlos III), Salvatore Nunnari (UCSD). 
 
MWF postdoc program mentor: Agustin Casas (Carlos III), Justin Valasek (WZB), Marcos Y. Nakaguma 
(UGV), Moti Michaeli (Haifa), Vitor Farinha Luz (UBC), Matteo Foschi (Charles River), Eleanor Wood-
house (UCL), Guadalupe Correa-Lopera (Public University of Navarre). 
 
PhD External Examiner (university): Elena Manzoni (LSE 2010), Charles Luois-Sidois (Sciences-PO 2018), 
Guadalupe Correa-Lopera (Malaga 2019). 
 
PERSONAL  
 
DOB 01-05-1973 Nettuno (Rome). Married to Daniela Iorio. Father of Giulia (2011), Ginevra Ada (2013), 
and Enrico Giuseppe (2013). 


