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Curriculum Vitae: Prof. Dr. Elwys De Stefani  
(30.08.1971, Italian and Swiss citizenship) 

1. EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
1.1. Current position 
2021- Full Professor, Department of Romance Languages, Universität Heidelberg (Germany) 
1.2. Previous positions 
2011-2021 Associate Professor, Department of Linguistics, KU Leuven (Belgium) 
2008-2011 Associate Professor, Universität Bern (Switzerland) 
2007-2008 Teaching Assistant, Universität Bern (Switzerland),  
2003-2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, Université de Neuchâtel (Switzerland) 
2002-2003 Research Assistant, Albert-Ludwigs-Universität Freiburg im Breisgau (Germany) 
2001-2005 Postdoctoral Fellow, Universität Basel (Switzerland) 
1.3. Education & training 
2008 Venia Docendi (Habilitation) in Romance Philology, Universität Bern (Switzerland)  
2001 PhD in Italian Linguistics, Universität Basel (Switzerland) (summa cum laude) 
1999 Licentiate, French and Italian Philology, Universität Basel (Switzerland) (summa cum laude) 
2. RESEARCH 
2.1. Research grants (selection) 
2019-2023 Principal Investigator (together with Lorenza Mondada), Lead Agency project; The first five 

words: Multilingual cities in Switzerland and Belgium and the grammar of language choice in 
public space (Swiss National Science Foundation, CHF 595.496 CHF and Fonds voor 
Wetenschappelijk Onderzoek, EUR 424.823) 

2018-2022 Principal Investigator (together with Christophe Verstraete, Kristin Davidse, Bert Cornillie), 
Beyond the clause: Encoding and inference in clause combining (KU Leuven, EUR 956.000) 

2008-2012 Principal Investigator, La costituzione dello spazio nell’interazione. Un approccio 
conversazionale allo studio dei toponimi e delle descrizioni spaziali (Swiss National Science 
Foundation, CHF 1.119.204) 

2003-2009 Research Grant, Comunicare nei punti vendita. Un approccio interazionale alla ricerca sul 
comportamento dei consumatori (Swiss National Science Foundation, CHF 70.750) 

2004-2008 Partner Investigator, Les constructions topicales et focales comme ressources 
interactionnelles. Une investigation sur l’axe grammaire – interaction sociale (Swiss National 
Science Foundation, CHF 990.669) 

2.2. Fieldwork 
Fieldwork in different areas (Belgium, France, Switzerland, Italy) on French, Italian, Dutch, German, covering 
a large diversity of social interactions (supermarkets, driving lessons, school classes, professional meetings, 
cafés, guided tours, travel agencies, public space, etc.). 

2.3. Summary of major publications 
Full publication list, see https://www.uni-heidelberg.de/rose/personen/de_stefani.html 
- 51 articles in international journals with peer review  
- 3 monographs with international publishers  
- 23 chapters in volumes with international publishers 
- 11 handbook entries 
- 18 edited volumes 

3. SERVICE 
3.1. Positions with scientific and other organizations 
2008-2011 Secretary (elected position) of the International Council of Onomastic Sciences (ICOS) 
2021-2024 Member of the Evaluation Committee in Humanities for the programme Doc.CH of the Swiss 

National Science Foundation  
2024- Member of the Evaluation Panel in Humanities for research projects of the Swiss National 

Science Foundation 
3.2. Editorial work for journals and book series  
2021- Associate editor of Research on Language and Social Interaction 
2020-2024 Member of the scientific board of Nordic Journal of Onomastics 
2019- Member of the scientific board of Namenkundliche Informationen 
2016- Co-editor of Vox Romanica 
2015- Member of the scientific board of Gesprächsforschung/Discourse and Conversation Analysis 


