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- Professor of Economic History, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies, Pisa, Italy (since November 

2017) 

- Research Fellow, Centre for Economic Policy Research (CEPR), (2019-present) 

 

RESEARCH INTERESTS 

- Economic growth and industrialisation (XVIII-XX centuries; England, Italy) 

- Innovation and technical change (XVIII-XX centuries) 

- Intellectual Property Rights and inventive activities 

 

PREVIOUS APPOINTMENTS 

- 2018-2023: Director, Institute of Economics, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies, Pisa, Italy  

- 2009-2017: Associate Professor of Economic History, Sant’Anna School of Advanced Studies, Italy 

- 2004-2008: Universitair Docent, Faculty of Industrial Engineering and Innovation Sciences, 

Eindhoven University of Technology, Eindhoven, the Netherlands 

 

FELLOWSHIPS AND VISITING APPOINTMENTS 

- Marie Curie Fellow, SPRU (Science and Technology Policy Research), University of Sussex (June 
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- Jemolo Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford (October 2011-December 2011)  

- Visiting Fellow, Nuffield College, University of Oxford (January 2013) 

 

EDUCATION 

- Graduate studies: 

1999-2004: Eindhoven University of Technology, Eindhoven, The Netherlands. 

PhD in Economics (fields: Economic History, Economics of Innovation):  

▪ Dissertation: The Making of Steam Power Technology. A Study of Technical Change during the 

British Industrial Revolution 

Supervisors: Bart Verspagen, Nick von Tunzelmann  
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1990-1996: Universitá Commerciale "Luigi Bocconi", Milan, Italy: 

“Laurea” in Economics and Social Sciences  (110/110 cum laude). 
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▪ Nuvolari, A. (2002), ‘The “Machine Breakers” and the Industrial Revolution’, Journal of European 
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▪ Nuvolari, A. (2004), ‘Collective Invention during the British Industrial Revolution: the Case of the 

Cornish Pumping Engine’, Cambridge Journal of Economics, vol. 28, pp. 347-363. 
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▪ Frenken, K.  and Nuvolari, A. (2004), ‘The Early Development of the Steam Engine: An Evolutionary 

Interpretation using Complexity Theory’, Industrial and Corporate Change, vol. 13, pp. 419-450. 

 

▪ Nuvolari, A. (2004), ‘The Emergence of Science Based Technology: Comments on Floris Cohen’s 

paper’, History of Technology, vol. 25, pp. 133-136. 

 

▪ Nuvolari, A. (2005), ‘Open Source Software Development: Some Historical Perspectives’, First 
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▪ Nuvolari, A. and Verspagen, B. (2007), ‘Lean’s Engine Reporter and the Development of the Cornish 
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▪ Nuvolari, A. (2010), ‘The Theory and the Practice of Steam Engineering in Britain and in France, 

1800-1850’, Documents pour l’histoire des techniques, hors-série n.1 : Les techniques et la 

technologies entre France et Grande-Bretagne, XVIe-XIXe siècle, Bret, P., Gouzèvitch, I. and Pérez, L., 

(eds.), pp. 155-163. 

 

▪ Nuvolari, A. and Tartari, V. (2011), ‘Bennet Woodcroft and the Value of English Patents, 1617-

1841’, Explorations in Economic History, vol. 48, pp. 97-115. 
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▪ Fontana, R., Nuvolari, A., Shimizu, H. and Vezzulli, A. (2012), ‘Schumpeterian Patterns of Innovation 
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Evolutionary Economics, vol. 22, pp. 785-810.  
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▪ Nuvolari, A. and Ricci, M. (2013), ‘Economic Growth in England, 1250-1850: Some New Estimates 

using a Demand Side Approach’, Rivista di Storia Economica, vol. 29, pp. 31-54.  

 
▪ Nuvolari, A. and Sumner, J. (2013), ‘Inventors, Patents and Inventive Activities in the English 

Brewing Industry, 1634-1850’, Business History Review, vol. 87, pp. 95-120.  
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▪ Fontana, R., Nuvolari, A., Shimizu, H. and Vezzulli, A. (2013), ‘Reassessing Patent Propensity: 

Evidence from a Dataset of R&D Awards, 1977-2004’, Research Policy, vol. 42, pp. 1780-1792.  

 
▪ Nuvolari, A. and Vasta, M. (2014), ‘The Italian National Innovation System: A Long Term 
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Index (1961-2011)’, Research Policy, vol. 44, pp. 951-964. 
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▪ Yu, X., Dosi, G., Lei. J. and Nuvolari, A. (2015), ‘Institutional Change and Productivity Growth in 
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▪ Nuvolari, A. and Vasta, M. (2015), ‘Independent Invention in Italy during the Liberal Age, 1861-
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Patent Data’, European Review of Economic History, vol. 21, pp. 326-356. 
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vol. 27, pp. 425-447. 
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Historical Case Studies of Knowledge Sharing’, Industrial and Corporate Change, vol. 28, pp. 365-
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▪ Federico, G., Nuvolari, A. and Vasta, M. (2019), ‘The Origins of the Italian Regional Divide: Evidence 
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Heterogeneity and Equifinality in European National Innovation Systems’, Research Policy, vol. 48, 
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▪ Nuvolari, A., Verspagen B. and Von Tunzelmann, N. (2006), ‘The Diffusion of the Steam Engine in 

Eighteenth Century Britain’: in Pyka, A. and H.  Hanusch (eds.), Applied Evolutionary Economics and 

the Knowledge-Based Economy, Cheltenham: Edward Elgar, pp. 166-200. 

 

▪ Nuvolari, A. (2007), ‘Data for Engineering Design: Lean’s Engine Reporter and Early Nineteenth 

Century Steam Power Technology’: in Corcy, M., Douyere-Demeulenaere, C. and  Hilaire-Perez, L. 

(ed.), Les Archives de l’Invention. Ecrits, Objets et Images de l’ Activite Inventive, Toulouse: CNRS-

Universite de Toulouse II-Le Mirail, pp. 211-226. 
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▪ Galambos, L.,Hikino, T. and Zamagni, V. (eds.), The Global Chemical Industry in the Age of the 

Petrochemical Revolution, Cambridge, Cambridge University Press, 2007: in EH.net, available at 

http://eh.net/book_reviews/global-chemical-industry-age-petrochemical-revolution 
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- “Marie Curie”  Fellowship (TMR Programme, European Union):  June 2001 – December 2001 

(fellowship for a research stay  at SPRU, University of Sussex, UK). 

- British Council – NWO Partnership Programme in Science (Grant  PPS n. 833) for a research stay 

(October 2005) at the Department of Historical Studies, University of Bristol, UK. (€ 2,400) 

- Nominee for the 2005 “A. Gerschenkron” prize for the best dissertation in economic history 

(European, Asian and comparative topics) awarded by the Economic History Association (see, 

Journal of Economic History, 2006,  vol. 46, pp. 472-476 for a summary of the dissertation). 

- Member of  DIME (Dynamics of Institutions and Markets in Europe). DIME is a  Network of 

Excellence sponsored by the 6th Framework Programme of the European Union. 

- NWO  (Dutch Council for Scientific Research) Veni Research Grant 2006-2009 for the project  

"Inventive activities, patents and the Industrial Revolution" (€ 208,042). 

- Project Leader for the Work Package 9 of the CID (Cultural and Innovation Dynamics) Project 

(2007-2010). This project was sponsored by the NEST (New and Emerging Science and 

Technology) Activity of the 6th Framework Programme of the European Union  (budget for WP 9, € 

147,000). 
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Technology for the academic year 2007/2008 (€ 5,000) 
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- Seminar, Lund University 

- European Social Science History Conference (on-line) 

- Economic History Society (on-line) 

- Workshop “Interdisciplinary and Historical Perspectives on Technology”, University of Helsinki 

(on-line) 

2019 

- European Meeting on Applied Evolutionary Economics, Brighton, University of Sussex, UK 

- Conference “Rethinking James Watt (1736-1819): Innovation, Culture and Legacy”, University of 

Birmingham 

- Economic History Association Meetings, Atlanta 

2018 
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- European Social Science History Conference, Belfast 

- Workshop “Radical Innovation and Regional Growth”, University of Bremen 

- 18th World Economic History Congress, Boston 

- Seminar, UNU-Merit, Maastricht 

2017 

- Workshop “Knowledge, History and Industry Diversification”, University of Utrecht 
- 8th World Congress of Cliometrics, University of Strasbourg 
- Groningen Growth and Development Centre, 25th Anniversary Conference, University of Groningen 

- Seminar, Institute of Economic Policy, Università Cattolica, Milano 

- 5th CEPR Economic History Symposium, Bank of England, London 

- Seminar, Centre for Economic History, Queen’s University, Belfast 

- Economic History Society Conference, London, Royal Holloway 

- Seminar, University Paris 1 Sorbonne 

- Seminar, Department of Economic History, London School of Economics 

- Gaidar Forum 2017  “Russia and the World: Setting Priorities”, Moscow 

2016 

- “Beyond Technological Innovation and Diffusion”, Conference in Honour of Nathan Rosenberg, 

Haas Business School, Berkeley 

- “Transforming Innovation”, 50th Anniversary Conference of SPRU, University of Sussex, Brighton 

(UK). 

- Business History Society of Japan, 52 Congress, Tokyo 

- Seminar, Institute of Innovation Research, Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo 

- 4th International Symposium on Quantitative History, Peking University, Beijing 

2015 

- Seminar, BETA, University of Strasbourg 

- 11th European Historical Economics Society Conference, Pisa 

- Seminar, Department of Economics, University of Tor Vergata, Rome 

- Seminar, Universitat Autonoma, Barcelona 

2014 

- Economic History Society Conference, Warwick 

- Workshop, “Intellectual Property: from History to Policy and Entrepreneurial Concerns”, National 

Hellenic Research Foundation, Athens 

- Seminar, New York University, School of Law, Colloquium on Innovation Policy 

- 15th International Schumpeter Society Conference, Jena 

- Workshop, “International Diversity in Patent Cultures. A Historical Perspective”, University of 

Leeds. 

2013 

- Economic History Seminar, Bank of Italy, Rome 

- 10th European Historical Economics Society Conference, London 

- 7th World Congress of Cliometrics, University of Hawaii, Honolulu 

- FRESH (Frontier Research in Economic and Social History) workshop, University of Valencia, Spain 

- Economic History Society Conference, York 

- Economic and Social History Seminar, Nuffield College, Oxford 

2012 

- Economic History Seminar, Department of Economics, University of Mannheim 

- Economic History Seminar, Universidad Autonoma, Madrid 

- 16th  World Economic History Congress, Stellenbosch 

- Workshop “Population cliometrics and unified growth theory”, University of Strasbourg 

- FRESH (Frontier Research in Economic and Social History) workshop, Sant’Anna School of 

Advanced Studies, Pisa 

- All-UC Group in Economic History Conference “Science, Intellectual Property and Innovation”, 

University of California-Berkeley 

2011 

- Workshop “Innovation in the Modern Economy: Indicators and Analysis”, University of Lund 

- Economic and Social History Seminar, All Souls College, Oxford 
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