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I am an interdisciplinary behavioral scientist with a wide range of interests. I am interested in all aspects of 

human behavior and mental life as well as in all aspects of biological and cultural evolution. I am also 

interested in the history of ideas, creativity, knowledge formation, and the contributions that art and 

literature can make to knowledge production. 

I am also affiliated with the Institute for Mind and Biology and with the Institute on the Formation of 

Knowledge at the University of Chicago. 

Interests:  

human behavior and mental life; biological and cultural evolution; history of ideas; creativity; knowledge 

formation 

Teaching 

Courses taught in recent years: 

Darwinism and Literature 

Evolution and Economics of Human Behavior 

History of Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences 

Primate Behavior and Ecology (aka Primate Origins of Human Nature) 

Scientific and Humanistic Contributions to Knowledge Formation 

Accolades 

1991     Giovanni Battista Grassi Prize, Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei  

2000     American Psychological Association Distinguished Scientific Award 

                for Early Career Contribution to Psychology  

2001     Career Development Award, National Institute of Mental Health  

2005     Fellow, American Association for the Advancement of Science  

2007     Resident Fellow, Rockefeller Foundation Bellagio Study and Conference Center  

2010     Fellow, Association for Psychological Science  

2017     Margo Wilson Award, Human Behavior and Evolution Society  

2019     Fellow, Midwestern Psychological Association  

2020     Visiting Senior Fellow, Italian Academy for Advanced Studies, Columbia University  

2020     Visiting Senior Fellow, Institute for Advanced Studies, Università di Bologna 

2021     Ferrari Soave Prize, Accademia delle Scienze di Torino 

Recognition 

Ranked #27 among Top Italian Scientists in the category Natural & Environmental Sciences 



https://topitalianscientists.org 

Editorial Service 

2014-present     Founding Editor in Chief, Adaptive Human Behavior and Physiology (Springer) 

2024-present    Editor in Chief, Evolutionary Behavioral Sciences (American Psychological Association) 
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