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Born on 26 August 1960 in Charleroi, Belgium 

 

Citizenship: Belgian. 

 

Education 

 
Ph.D. in Oceanography, University of California San Diego, 1989. Dissertation: Surface circulation 

phenomena off Baja California as deduced from satellite-tracked drifters, Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 

124 pp. Advisor: Prof. P. P. Niiler. 

 

Licence Complémentaire en Océanologie (M.S. in Oceanography), Université de Liège, 1984. 

 

Agrégation de l'Enseignement Supérieur Secondaire (High School Teaching Certificate), Université de Liège, 

1983. 

 

Licence en Sciences Physiques (B.S. in Physics), Université de Liège, 1982. Undergraduate dissertation: 

Modélisation des couches superficielles de l'océan : application à l'étude de la thermocline dans la baie de 

Calvi, Université de Liège, 135 pp. Advisor: Prof. J. C. J. Nihoul. 

 

Chronology of Professional History 

 
Principal Scientist, NATO STO CMRE, La Spezia, Italy, 2018-present. 

 

Research Director, Department of Oceanography, Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e di Geofisica 

Sperimentale, Trieste, Italy, 2017-present. 

 

Senior Scientist, Department of Oceanography, Istituto Nazionale di Oceanografia e di Geofisica Sperimentale, 

Trieste, Italy, 2000-2017. 

 

Assistant Professor of Oceanography, Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, USA, 1996-2000. 

 

Scientist in Applied Oceanography Group, SACLANT Undersea Research Centre, La Spezia, Italy, 1992-

1995. 

 

Postdoctoral Associate in Physical Oceanography, University of Miami, USA, 1989-1991. 

 

Teaching Activities (1996-present) 

 
Courses taught at the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey, California (1996-1999) 

 

Remote Sensing of the Atmosphere and Ocean, Sound in the Ocean, Air/ocean Remote Sensing 

for USW and multidisciplinary Curricula, Descriptive Physical Oceanography.  

 

Lectures given at Italian Universities 

 

Course “Physics of the Oceans” of Diploma Programme, Abdus Salam International Centre for 

Theoretical Physics, Trieste, 2008-2018. 
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Course “Physical Oceanography” of School of Doctorate - Environmental and Industrial Fluid 

Mechanics, University of Trieste, 2006-2008 

 

Seminars in Oceanography for the “Corso di Master in Science Ambientali”, University of 

Bologna, Ravenna, Academic year 2002-2003. 

 

Seminars in Oceanography for the “corso integrato di Geofisica Ambientale ed Oceanografia del 

Corso di Laurea in Scienze Ambientali”., University of Trieste, Academic year 2000-2001. 

 

Course “Tecniche di telerilevamento da terra e dal satellite (radar, misure nell’infrarosso, 

seawifs, scatterometro) e le misure lagrangiane con i flottanti seguiti dal satellite”, University 

C’à Foscari, Venice, Academic year 2001-2002. 

 

 

Recent Research Grants (2015-current) 

 
Argo-Italy V (Jan 2015 – Dec 2015): Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research (€852,489). 

 

Circulation and water mass properties in the Northeastern Levantine (May 2015 – Dec 2017): Office of 

Naval Research ($270,000). 

 

Monitoring the Oceans and Climate Change with Argo (Jun 2015 - May 2020): EU EASME (DG MARE) 

(€160,651). 

 

Argo-Italy VI (Jan 2016 – Dec 2016): Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research 

(€950,000). 

 

Argo-Italy VII (Jan 2017 – Dec 2017): Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research 

(€950,000). 

 

Monitoring of the Eastern Levantine with Mobile Autonomous Systems (Oct 2017 – Sep 2019): Italian 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (€100,000). 

 

Argo-Italy VIII (Jan 2018 – Dec 2018): Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research 

(€950,000). 

 

Argo-Italy IX (Jan 2019 – Dec 2019): Italian Ministry of Instruction, University and Research 

(€1.000,000). 

 

Lagrangian Measurements in the Eastern Alboran Sea (Apr 2018 – Mar 2021): Office of 

Naval Research ($159,069). 

 

Internal tides and frontal subduction (Aug 2020 – Jul 2022): Office of 

Naval Research ($235,137). 

 

Ambient noise characterization using Lagrangian platforms (Sep 2021 – Aug 2024): Office of 

Naval Research ($545,925). 

 

Research  Interests 

 
Ocean circulation, mesoscale eddies, circulation and water mass properties in semi-enclosed seas; strait and 

coastal dynamics; Remote sensing (coastal radars and satellites) and autonomous measurement techniques 

(drifters, floats, gliders). 
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Geophysical Research: Oceans, 128 (3), art. no. e2022JC019004 
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(2022) Geophysical Research Letters, 49 (18), art. no. e2022GL098969 

 

Pirro, A., Mauri, E., Gerin, R., Martellucci, R., Zuppelli, P., Poulain, P.M. 
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Fedele, G., Mauri, E., Notarstefano, G., Poulain, P.M. Characterization of the Atlantic Water and Levantine 
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Real, G., Buatois, L., Kinda, G.B., Bordois, L., Tollefsen, D., van Walree, P., Poulain, P.-M. NARVAL2019: Ocean 
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