Matilde Cazzola

CURRENT POSITION
- 2020-2026: postdoctoral researcher at the Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory, Frankfurt
Am Main; research project: Philanthropy, Administration, and the Law in the Nineteenth-Century British
Empire.

POSTDOCTORAL GRANTS AND FELLOWSHIPS
- October — November 2020: guest researcher at the Max Planck Institute for European Legal History, Frankfurt
Am Main.
- January — December 2020: research fellow at the Edith Saurer Fonds, Vienna.
- October 2019 — September 2020: research fellow at the Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, Turin.

EDUCATION
- November 2015 — March 2019: PhD student in History, Cultures, and Civilizations at the University of
Bologna. Doctoral dissertation: The Missionaries of Order: Law, Sovereignty, and Government in the Political
Thought of the Administrators of the British Empire (c. 1750-1900) (excellent cum laude).
- October 2012 — March 2015: Master’s degree in History at the University of Bologna. Master’s thesis: The
Political Thought of Thomas Spence (110/110 cum laude).
- October 2009 — October 2012: Bachelor’s degree in History at the University of Bologna (110/110 cum laude).

INTERNATIONAL RESEARCH ACTIVITY
- March — May 2019: research assistant for the international project on “West African Consumption Patterns,
1630-1860”, International Institute of Social History, Amsterdam.
- October — December 2017: visiting researcher at the University of Oxford.
- January — April 2017: visiting researcher at the World History Center, University of Pittsburgh.
- September — December 2016: visiting researcher at King’s College London.
- September — December 2014: visiting student at King’s College, London.

TEACHING ACTIVITY

- since April 2021: lecturer at the Law Faculty of the Johann Wolfgang Goethe-Universitat, Frankfurt Am Main,
for the Legal Transfer in the Common Law World Research Seminar.

- February 2022 — January 2023: Adjunct Professor for the 30-hour Master’s course in Atlantic and Global
History of Modern Political Concepts (taught in English) within the Master’s degree in Global Cultures,
University of Bologna.

- 13-16 September 2022; 14-17 September 2021; 15-18 September 2020; 17-20 September 2019: crash course
(8 hours) on Introduction to the History of Modern Political Thought: Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, and Hegel
(taught in English) within the Master’s degree in Global Cultures, University of Bologna.

- May — June 2016: teaching assistant for an international summer program run by Duke University in
cooperation with the University of Bologna.

CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR ORGANIZATION
- since April 2021: co-organizer of the Legal Transfer in the Common Law World Research Seminar, Max
Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory.
- May 2023: co-organizer of the “Biographies in the Global Circulation of Knowledge” workshop to be held at
Queen Mary University of London, 11-12 May 2023.
- 16-18 March 2018: co-organizer of the graduate conference on “Rethinking the History of Modern Political
Concepts: Race and Division of Labour in Global Western Empires, 1791-1888”, University of Virginia.

SUMMER SCHOOLS, CONFERENCE AND SEMINAR PARTICIPATION

- 11 July 2023: “How and why to write legal biographies” session at the Max Planck Summer Academy 2023.

- 18 May 2023: invited speaker at a book roundtable, Fondazione Luigi Einaudi, Turin.

- 27-28 April 2023: “Colonial Legal Biography” workshop at Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal
Theory,

- 19 April 2023: invited speaker at “Seminario di storia del diritto e del pensiero giuridico”, University of Padova.

- 12-15 April 2023: European Social Science History Conference, University of Gothenburg.

- 9 March 2023: invited speaker on “Poverty, Solidarity, and the Law” at the Max Planck Institute for Social Law
and Social Policy, Munich.

- 18 November 2022: parallel session at the Max Planck Law Conference on “Solidarity”, Harnack-Haus, Berlin.

- 10-12 November 2022: American Society for Legal History Annual Meeting, Chicago.




26 August 2022: European Society for the History of Political Thought Conference, University of Helsinki.

30 June 2022: “Legal Histories of Empires” Conference, University of Maynooth.

29 June 2022: invited speaker at the Early Career Research Seminar in the History of Political Ideas, Institute
of Historical Research, London.

27 June 2022: joint workshop of the Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory and the Philipps-
Universitat Marburg on “Writing the history of empires”.

3-4 March 2022: invited speaker at the international conference on “Freedom, Justice and Esteem: Perspectives
from an Unconditional Basic Income”, Technische Universitit Braunschweig.

6-8 January 2022: Britain and Ireland Association for Political Thought Conference, University of Oxford.

8 September 2021: International Society for Intellectual History Conference, online.

12 April 2021: Common Law Research Seminar, Max Planck Institute for Legal History and Legal Theory.
26-27 January 2021: online symposium on “English Law and Colonial Connections: Histories, Parallels, and
Influences”, Northumbria University — University of Lodz.

19 November 2020: online seminar “Between Economics, History, and Politics”, Fondazione Luigi Einaudi,
Turin.

28 January 2020: presentations by the research fellows of the Edith Saurer Fonds, Chamber of Labour, Vienna.
13 January 2020: invited speaker at the Common Law Research Seminar, Max Planck Institute for European
Legal History.

30 August 2019: invited speaker at the DAAD-Cambridge Hub Conference on “Imperial Times”, University of
Cambridge.

31 July — 2 August 2019: International Conference on Romanticism, Manchester.

20-21 June 2019: London Graduate Conference in the History of Political Thought, UCL-Queen Mary
University of London.

11-13 July 2018: “Legal Histories of Empires” Conference, University of the West Indies, Barbados.

10-13 June 2018: International Society for Intellectual History Conference, University of St Andrews.

June 2017; June 2016; June 2015; June 2014: Summer School in Global Studies and Critical Theory,
University of Bologna.

2 June 2017: Cambridge Graduate Conference in Political Thought and Intellectual History, University of
Cambridge.

20-22 October 2016: International Graduate Student Conference on Transatlantic History, University of Texas
at Arlington.

5-8 September 2016: London Summer School in Intellectual History, UCL-Queen Mary University of London.
28 November 2014: international symposium “Bicentennial Perspectives on Thomas Spence: Radical Reformer
in the Age of Revolution”, Université de Toulouse Jean Jaurés.

MEDIA CONTRIBUTIONS

June 2023: interviewer in book discussion about Jesse Olsavsky’s book The Most Absolute Abolition (2022)
for the Toynbee Prize Foundation: https://toynbeeprize.org/posts/a-revolution-of-runaways-an-interview-with-
jesse-olsavsky/.

June 2022: interviewee in book discussion about The Political Thought of Thomas Spence on the “New Work
in Intellectual History” podcast series, Institute of Intellectual History, University of St Andrews:
https://www.intellectualhistory.net/new-work/the-political-thought-of-thomas-spence.

AWARDS AND GRANTS

February — April 2024: Max Planck Law Exchange Programme awardee for a two-month research period at
the National University of Singapore.

January 2022: international prize Domenico Losurdo (third prize) for the book I missionari dell’ordine:
Pensiero e amministrazione nell Impero britannico (secoli XVIII-XIX).

January — December 2020: 10.000-euro grant for the completion of a book project, Edith Saurer Fonds, Vienna.
March 2019: 2018 Atlantic Studies Early Career Essay Prize for the article ““All Shall Be Happy by Land and
by Sea’: Thomas Spence as an Atlantic Thinker”.

January — April 2017: four-month scholarship “Marco Polo” for a visiting research stay at the University of
Pittsburgh.

May 2015: prize Lorella Cedroni for the best Master’s thesis in the history of political thought, University of
Rome La Sapienza.

SCIENTIFIC QUALIFICATIONS AND AFFILIATIONS

2022 — 2032: Italian National Scientific Habilitation (ASN) for Associate Professor in Modern History (11/A2)
and History of Political Thought and Institutions (14/B1).
since January 2023: Editor-at-Large, Toynbee Prize Foundation.
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Memberships: American Society for Legal History; Societa Italiana delle Storiche.
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