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Paolo Gerbaudo's research focuses on the transformation of politics in the digital era, in 
the context of social movements and political parties. His first book Tweets and the 
Streets: Social Media and Contemporary Activism (2012) critically assessed the impact of 
social media on the wave of movements of 2011 from the Arab Spring, to the Spanish 
'indignados' and Occupy Wall Street, highlighting not only the potentials but also the risks 
of isolation and evanescence social media bring to the contemporary protest experience. 
His last book The Digital Party explores the transformation of political parties in the digital 
era, looking at new formations such as the Five Star Movement and Podemos. He is 
currently writing a book on the ideology of the populist era, focusing on notions of control 
and protection that lie at the heart of contemporary political discourse. 

His research methodology combines discourse analysis, qualitative interviews with 
organisers, and social media analysis. 

Teaching 

PhD supervision 

Paolo welcomes applications for PhD topics related to any of his research interests. 

Further details 

Please see Paolo's Research Profile further details. 
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