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Introduction     

Thomas Poell is Professor of Data, Culture & Institutions at the University of Amsterdam, program director 
MA Media Studies, and director of the Research Priority Area on Global Digital Cultures. His research is 
focused on the digitisation of cultural institutions in the light of the proliferation of data, the growing 
importance of AI, and the rise of major platform corporations. He explores how these developments lead to 
creative and economic upheaval in the media industries, as well as to a reorganization and rethinking of 
museums, libraries, and archives. Together with Olav Velthuis, he is currently leading an NWO-funded 
research project on The platformization of the global sex industry. And on 24 June 2022, he gave his 
inaugural lecture: Platforms, Power & Collectivity.  

Poell is co-author of Platforms and Cultural Production with David Nieborg and Brooke Erin Duffy (Polity, 
2021) and The Platform Society with José van Dijck and Martijn de Waal (Oxford University Press, 2018). 
Furthermore, he co-edited The Sage Handbook of Social Media (Sage, 2018), Social Media Materialities and 
Protest (Routledge, 2018), and Global Cultures of Contestation (Palgrave/McMillan, 2017). 

He has published 40+ articles in international peer-reviewed journals, including New Media & Society, 
Information, Communication & Society, Social Media + Society, Digital Journalism, Journalism Studies, 
Internet Policy Review, Chinese Journal of Communication, The Information Society, Social Movement 
Studies, Communication Theory, Big Data & Society, Television and New Media, and The International 
Journal of Communication. Finally, he is member of the editorial board of Social Media + Society, Digital 
Journalism, Journal of Digital Social Research, and Communication and the Public. 
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• "Social media and journalistic independence." Journalism in Transition: Crisis or Opportunity? 
Journalism Studies Section Conference of the European Communication Research and Education 
Association (ECREA). With José van Dijck. Thessaloniki, Greece, 27-29 March 2014. 
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Conference of the Amsterdam Center for Globalization Studies (ACGS), Amsterdam, 21 January 
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Information Society. Towards Critical Theories of Social Media. Uppsala University, Sweden, 2-4 
May 2012.  

• with J. de Kloet. "Online Activism and ChineseVoices of Discontent." Paper presented at the Digital 
East Asia Conference of the Modern East Asia Research Centre. Leiden University, Netherlands, 10 
December 2011.  

• with A. Helmond, R. Rustema, and E. Weltevrede. "From Virtual Communities to Social Networks." 
Presentation at the1991@2011_Media_in_Motion Symposium of the Departement of Media 
Studies  of the Faculty of the Humanities. University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, 21 October 
2011.   

• "Twitter and the Tunisian Revolution." Presentation at the second summit of the Amsterdam 
School for Cultural Analysis (ASCA).  Faculty of the Humanities, University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, 28 September 2011.  

• with E. Borra. "The Social Media Protest Environment". Paper presented at MIT7: Unstable 
Platforms Conference. Boston, US, 14 May 2011. 

• "Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr as Platforms of Alternative Journalism". The Social Media Account of 
the 2010 Toronto G20 Protests. Paper presented a Digital Methods Winter Conference. 
Amsterdam, 25 January 2011. 

• with E. Borra "TheSocial Media Protest Environment:Constructing the Collective Now." Paper 
presented at Platform Politics - A Multidisciplinary Conference. Cambridge, Great Britain, 13 May 
2011. 
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• "Digital Activism in an Authoritarian Context." Presentation at the Theory and Practice of 
Development Dilemmas Hivos Knowledge Programme Dialogue, The Hague, 29 September - 1 
October 2010. 

• "Colliding Media Spheres: the Interaction between On- and Offline. Media in Contentious Politics." 
Presentation at the Balans van de Journalistiek Jubileum Conferentie of the MA Journalistiek, 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, Netherlands, 4 June 2010. 

• "Drawing mass media attention: television and newspaper reporting on radical left-wing activist 
performances and spectacles in the Netherlands (2004-2009)" Paper presented at the Media, 
Communication and the Spectacle Conference of the European Communication Research and 
Education Association (ECREA), Rotterdam, Netherlands, 26-27 November, 2009. 

• "Activist Media and the Mainstream Press in Daily Practice: Covering Protests in the Netherlands 
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