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Introduction     

Thomas Poell is Professor of Data, Culture & Institutions at the University of Amsterdam, program director 
MA Media Studies, and director of the Research Priority Area on Global Digital Cultures. His research is 
focused on the digitisation of cultural institutions in the light of the proliferation of data, the growing 
importance of AI, and the rise of major platform corporations. He explores how these developments lead to 
creative and economic upheaval in the media industries, as well as to a reorganization and rethinking of 
museums, libraries, and archives. Together with Olav Velthuis, he is currently leading an NWO-funded 
research project on The platformization of the global sex industry. And on 24 June 2022, he gave his 
inaugural lecture: Platforms, Power & Collectivity.  

Poell is co-author of Platforms and Cultural Production with David Nieborg and Brooke Erin Duffy (Polity, 
2021) and The Platform Society with José van Dijck and Martijn de Waal (Oxford University Press, 2018). 
Furthermore, he co-edited The Sage Handbook of Social Media (Sage, 2018), Social Media Materialities and 
Protest (Routledge, 2018), and Global Cultures of Contestation (Palgrave/McMillan, 2017). 

He has published 40+ articles in international peer-reviewed journals, including New Media & Society, 
Information, Communication & Society, Social Media + Society, Digital Journalism, Journalism Studies, 
Internet Policy Review, Chinese Journal of Communication, The Information Society, Social Movement 
Studies, Communication Theory, Big Data & Society, Television and New Media, and The International 
Journal of Communication. Finally, he is member of the editorial board of Social Media + Society, Digital 
Journalism, Journal of Digital Social Research, and Communication and the Public. 
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• with A. Kavada. Digital Media and the Spatial Transformation of Public Contention at the ECPR Joint 
Sessions Workshop, Nottingham, UK, 26-29 April 2017.  

• with A. Kavada and S. Merrill. Materiality, Publicness and Digital Media, University of Amsterdam, 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, 25-26 October 2016. 

• with J. Pierson & N. Helberger. The Transformation of the public sphere and personalised 
communication theme of the  2015 Amsterdam Privacy Conference (APC). Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, 23-26 October 2015. 

http://dare.uva.nl/document/2/126332
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/mapping-digital-media-netherlands-20120118.pdf
http://www.opensocietyfoundations.org/sites/default/files/mapping-digital-media-netherlands-20120118.pdf
http://cw.routledge.com/textbooks/9780415431613/case-studies.asp
http://www.foliaweb.nl/wp-content/uploads/2012/09/Folia-Magazine-21.pdf
http://www.depers.nl/UserFiles/File/De%20pers%20vrijdag%205%20oktober%202007.pdf
http://platformization.net/
https://clariah.github.io/mediasuite-blog/blog/2018/02/16/CLARIAH-summer-school
http://chinacreative.humanities.uva.nl/news/platformization-of-chinese-society-an-international-workshop/
http://chinacreative.humanities.uva.nl/news/platformization-of-chinese-society-an-international-workshop/
https://ecpr.eu/Events/PanelDetails.aspx?PanelID=4836&EventID=104
http://acgs.uva.nl/content/events/workshops/2016/10/materiality-publicness-and-digital-media.html
http://www.apc2015.net/sites/default/files/pdffiles/APC2015%20Final%20Program_0.pdf


• with R. Celikates et al.  Global Cultures of Contestation Conference, Amsterdam Center for 
Globalisation Studies (ACGS), Amsterdam, Netherlands, 15-16 October 2015.   

• with B.J. de Kloet et al. Inverting Globalisation, Amsterdam Center for Globalisation Studies (ACGS), 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, 9-10 October 2014.  

• with J. van Dijck.  Social Media and the Transformation of Public Space, The Royal Netherlands 
Academy of Arts and Sciences (KNAW), Amsterdam, Netherlands, 18-20 June 2014. 

• with B. J. de Kloet, R.A.F.L. Woltering & F. A. Hirzalla. Social Media Activism in the Arab World and 
China Conference of the Amsterdam Center for Globalization Studies (ACGS), Amsterdam, 21 
January 2013. 

• with B.G.M. de Waal.  Netwerkdag Journalism Studies Nederland of the Amsterdam Center for 
Globalization Studies (ACGS) and Journalistiek en Media, UvA, Amsterdam, 28 June 2013.   

Invited Talks & Keynotes 

• "The Platformization of China." Keynote at the The 16th Chinese Internet Research Conference. 
Leiden, Netherlands, 23 May 2018.  

• "De Publieke Omroep in de Platformsamenleving." Invited talk with José van Dijck at the  Dutch 
public broadcasting organization (NPO), Hilversum, Netherlands, 12 October 2017.  

• "De Platformsamenleving." Keynote at the Internet en Sociale Media symposium of the Dutch 
Forensic Psychiatry Association. Zeegse, Netherlands, 5 October 2017.   

• “The Platform Society.” Invited talk for the Scholars-in-Residence program, University of Toronto, 
Toronto, Canada, 11 May 2017. 

• “Social Media and New Protest Movements.” Invited talk for the The International Workshop on 
Political Communication (5 ed.), Laval University, Québec, Canada, 22 April 2017. 

• "The Platformization of Activism." Public lecture for the Democracy and Citizenship in Digital 
Society initiative (DECIDIS), IT University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark, 13 May 2016.  
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Netherlands, 25-29 June 2012.  

• "Twitter als begrensde en onbegrensde ruimte." Presentation at Grenzeloze 
Geesteswetenschappen - The opening ceremony of the academic year of the Faculty of the 
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D. Nieborg, J. de Kloet1, G Zeng, and J. Paßmann. Berlin, Germany, 5-8 October 2016. 
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private and corporate space",  2015 Amsterdam Privacy Conference (APC), with J. Pierson. 
Amsterdam, Netherlands, 23-26 October 2015. 

• "Protest Leadership in the Age of Social Media", Political Agency in the Digital Age 
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Education Association (ECREA). Copenhagen, Denmark, 9-10 October 2015.  
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• "Social media and journalistic independence." Journalism in Transition: Crisis or Opportunity? 
Journalism Studies Section Conference of the European Communication Research and Education 
Association (ECREA). With José van Dijck. Thessaloniki, Greece, 27-29 March 2014. 

• " The Personalization of Activism."Paper presented at the 8th Media in Transition conference 
(MiT8) on Public Media, Private Media, MIT, Boston, US, 3-5 May 2013.  

• " Reconfiguring Social Media Activism." Paper presented at the 8th Media in Transition conference 
(MiT8) on Public Media, Private Media, MIT, Boston, US, 3-5 May 2013.   

• " Activist Social Media Communication." Paper presented at the workshop on Collective Action 
Online: Theories and Methods of the 41st ECPR Joint Sessions of Workshops, Johannes Gutenberg 
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Conference of the Amsterdam Center for Globalization Studies (ACGS), Amsterdam, 21 January 
2013.   

• with  J. de Kloet & Zeng, G. "Microblogging and activism: comparing Sina Weibo and Twitter."Paper 
presented at the 4th European Communication Conference of the European Communication 
Research and Education Association (ECREA), Istanbul, Turkey, 24-27 October 2012. 

• "A Critique of Social Media Activism: From Tools to Assemblages." Paper presented at the The 
Fourth ICTs and Society-Conference: Critique, Democracy, and Philosophy in 21st Century 
Information Society. Towards Critical Theories of Social Media. Uppsala University, Sweden, 2-4 
May 2012.  

• with J. de Kloet. "Online Activism and ChineseVoices of Discontent." Paper presented at the Digital 
East Asia Conference of the Modern East Asia Research Centre. Leiden University, Netherlands, 10 
December 2011.  

• with A. Helmond, R. Rustema, and E. Weltevrede. "From Virtual Communities to Social Networks." 
Presentation at the1991@2011_Media_in_Motion Symposium of the Departement of Media 
Studies  of the Faculty of the Humanities. University of Amsterdam, Netherlands, 21 October 
2011.   

• "Twitter and the Tunisian Revolution." Presentation at the second summit of the Amsterdam 
School for Cultural Analysis (ASCA).  Faculty of the Humanities, University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, 28 September 2011.  

• with E. Borra. "The Social Media Protest Environment". Paper presented at MIT7: Unstable 
Platforms Conference. Boston, US, 14 May 2011. 

• "Twitter, YouTube, and Flickr as Platforms of Alternative Journalism". The Social Media Account of 
the 2010 Toronto G20 Protests. Paper presented a Digital Methods Winter Conference. 
Amsterdam, 25 January 2011. 

• with E. Borra "TheSocial Media Protest Environment:Constructing the Collective Now." Paper 
presented at Platform Politics - A Multidisciplinary Conference. Cambridge, Great Britain, 13 May 
2011. 
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• "Digital Activism in an Authoritarian Context." Presentation at the Theory and Practice of 
Development Dilemmas Hivos Knowledge Programme Dialogue, The Hague, 29 September - 1 
October 2010. 

• "Colliding Media Spheres: the Interaction between On- and Offline. Media in Contentious Politics." 
Presentation at the Balans van de Journalistiek Jubileum Conferentie of the MA Journalistiek, 
Universiteit van Amsterdam, Netherlands, 4 June 2010. 

• "Drawing mass media attention: television and newspaper reporting on radical left-wing activist 
performances and spectacles in the Netherlands (2004-2009)" Paper presented at the Media, 
Communication and the Spectacle Conference of the European Communication Research and 
Education Association (ECREA), Rotterdam, Netherlands, 26-27 November, 2009. 

• "Activist Media and the Mainstream Press in Daily Practice: Covering Protests in the Netherlands 
(2004-2009)."Paper presented at the Future of Journalism Conference of the The Cardiff School of 
Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies, Cardiff,Groot-Brittannië, 9-10 september, 2009. 

• "The Mass Media in Multi cultural Conflict." Paper presented at the 2nd European Communication 
Conference of the European Communication Research and Education Association (ECREA), 
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• "Mediated Citizenship in Multicultural Conflict. An Analysis of the Role of the Media in the Public 
Debate Following the Assassination of Theo van Gogh." Paper presented at the 4th Annual 
Conference 2008: Culture and Citizenship of the Centre for Research on Socio-Cultural Change 
(CRESC), Oxford, Great Britain, 3-5 September 2008.  

• "The Unification of the Dutch State, 1795- 1813."  Paper presented in the Contentious Politics 
workshop of Columbia University, New York, United States, 31 January 2005.  

• "Local Particularism Challenged (1795-1813)." Paper presented at the 1st Dutch-Flemish 
conference on the Economic History of the Low Countries before 1850 of the N.W. Posthumus 
Institute, Antwerp, Belgium, 18-19 November 2004. 
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Advanced Seminar on Urban History van de European graduate School for Training in Economic and 
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presented at Fifth International Conference on Urban History of the European Association of Urban 
Historians, Berlin, Germany, 31 Augustus-2 September 2000. 
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