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David Riccardo ARMANDO 

Born in Neuilly-sur-Seine (France), 17 August 1964. 

Italian and U.S.A. citizen. 

Permanent address: via Ludovico di Monreale, 25, 00152 Roma, Italy. 

Office address: Istituto per la storia del pensiero filosofico e scientifico moderno, CNR, via Porta di 

Massa, 1, 80133, Napoli, Italy. 

e-mail armando@ispf.cnr.it 

http://www.ispf.cnr.it/componenti/armandodavidriccardo 

 

Professional position: 

2001-2013 − Researcher. Istituto per la storia del pensiero filosofico e scientifico moderno, 

Consiglio Nazionale delle Ricerche (ISPF-CNR, Institute for the History of Philosophy and 

Science in the Modern Age, National Research Council), Naples. 

Since 2013 − Senior Researcher. ISPF-CNR, Naples. 

 

Other current affiliations: 

Since 2013 − Associated member. Centre d’Anthropologie Réligieuse Européenne, Ecole des 

Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris). 

 

Main research interests: 

– History of the Catholic Church in the XVIIIth and XIXth centuries with a particular regard for the 

Roman Inquisition. 

– Religious, cultural and social history of Italy and the town of Rome in XVIIIth and XIXth 

centuries, with a particular regard for the Age of the French Revolution. 

– Cultural and social history of psychology in the XVIIIth and XIXth centuries, with a particular 

regard for Animal Magnetism. 

– Feudalism in early modern Italy. 

– Giambattista Vico’s thought and its reception. 

 

Education: 

1987 – Diploma in Archival Sciences. State Archive of Rome. 

1990 – Graduated in Humanities (Modern History). University of Rome «La Sapienza» summa cum 

laude. 

1991 – Specialization Course in History of Science. University of Rome «La Sapienza», Faculty of 

Sciences. 

1995 – PhD in «Socio-economical and religious history of Europe». University of Bari. 

 

Fellowships and Grants: 

1994 – Doctoral Grant. Ecole doctorale en Sciences sociales. Communauté des Universités 

Mediterranéennes, Université de Provence. 

1996-97 – Postdoctoral Fellowship in “Historical Disciplines: Middle, Early Modern and Modern 

Ages”. Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa.  

2008 – Research Grant. Bakken Library, Minneapolis, Mn., USA 

2008 – CNR Short-Mobility Program. Centre d’Antrhopologie Réligieuse Européenne, Ecole des 

Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris). 
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2009 (July-August) – Visiting Scholar. Office for the History of Science and Technology, 

University of California, Berkeley. 

 

Research and editorial responsibilities 

1997 − Lead researcher of a CNR project on La giurisdizione feudale dei Colonna nello “Stato” di 

Genazzano. Aspetti istituzionali, storici, archivistici [Colonna Family’s Feudal Jurisdiction in 

the Genazzano State. Institutional, Historical and Archival Aspects]. 

Since 2003 – Member of the editorial board of the Bollettino del centro di studi Vichiani. 

2009-2013 − Co-responsible for the project of the Historical Atlas of Italy in the Revolutionary and 

Napoleonic Age, promoted and funded by the Ecole Française de Rome. 

Since 2009 – Co-director of Laboratorio dell’ISPF, the on-line journal of the ISPF-CNR, 

http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/. 

Since 2010 − Member of the Institute Council of the ISPF-CNR. 

Since 2013 − Co-responsible for the project “Base de données Harmonia Universalis : pour une 

prosopographie de la Société de l’Harmonie Universelle (1783-1786)”, funded by the Labex-

Hastec of the Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, the Ecole des Hautes Etudes and Sciences 

Sociales and the University of Paris I Panthéon - Sorbonne. 

 

Teaching Experience: 

1996-2006 – Teaching Assistant of Modern History. University of Rome, «La Sapienza», Facoltà di 

Lettere e Filosofia. 

2000-2005 – Assistant Professor of Modern History. University of Rome, «La Sapienza», Facoltà di 

Lettere e Filosofia. 

2005-2011 – Assistant Professor of Modern History. University of Rome, «La Sapienza», Faculty 

of Oriental Studies. 

2012 − Visiting professor. Centre d’Antrhopologie Réligieuse Européenne, Ecole des Hautes 

Etudes en Sciences Sociales (Paris). 

 

Meetings and seminars: 

a) organization 

2005 − International Meeting Vico and the Orient: China, Japan, Korea (Naples, 10-12 November). 

2011 − La diffusion du mesmérisme : Vienne, Paris, le monde. A panel of the 13. Internationaler 

Kongress zur Erforschung des 18. Jahrunderts (Graz, International Society for Eighteenth 

Century Studies, 25-29 July). 

2013 − Journée d’Etudes Le mesmérisme en acte: autour de la Société de l’Harmonie Universelle. 

1783-1787 (Université de Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, 13 December). 

b) participation 

More than 30, since 1990. Among the most recent: 

2003 –International Meeting: Continuities and Ruptures of World History: from Ancient Greece to 

Modern World (Beijing University, 10-15 December). 

2004 – Il Settecento negli Studi Italiani: problemi e prospettive [The XVIIIth Century in the Italian 

Studies]. Meeting for the Italian Society for XVIIIth Century Studies 25th Anniversary 

(Siracusa 16-19 June).  

2005 – International Meeting: L’Impero e l’organizzazione del consenso. Religione, cultura e diritto 

al servizio del potere napoleonico: gli Stati Romani [The Empire and the organization of 

consent. Religion, culture and law on the service of Napoleon’s power: the Roman States] 

(Rome, 13-15 June). 

http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/
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– International Meeting Vico and the Orient: China, Japan, Korea (Naples, 10-12 

November). 

2006 – Colloque international Henri Grégoire (Metz, 30 November-2 December 2006). 

2007 – XIIe Congrès international des Lumières (Montpellier, 8-15 July) 

2008 – Workshop Occulto/manifesto, visibile/invisibile nei saperi dell’età moderna 

[Occult/manifest, visible/invisible in Modern Age knowledge systems] (Cagliari, 21-22 

April). 

2009 – Le mesmérisme en contexte. Nouveaux regards sur un mouvement pluriel. 1780-1840 

(Versailles-Paris, 19-20 June, Université de Paris I Panthéon Sorbonne – Université de Paris 

Ouest Nanterre). 

2010 − Workshop Medicina e Religione. Collaborazione, competizione, conflitto [Medicine and 

Religion. Collaboration, competition, conflict] (Ecole Française de Rome, Università Roma 

Tre, 17-18 June). 

 − Workshop Écrits au pouvoir. Enjeux, pratiques et acteurs (Université de Paris 1, Panthéon- 

Sorbonne, 23 June). 

2011 – Reading workshop From the World to Europe. Circulating and Connecting Knowledge in 

Early Modern Europe (1450-1850) (Paris, 27-28 June, University of Paris 1 Panthéon 

Sorbonne – Columbia University). 

− La diffusion du mesmérisme : Vienne, Paris, le monde. A panel of the 13. Internationaler 

Kongress zur Erforschung des 18. Jahrunderts (Graz, International Society for Eighteenth 

Century Studies, 25-29 July). 

2012 – Workshop De la Suppression à la Restauration de la Compagnie de Jésus: nouvelles 

perspectives de Recherche (I) (Rome, 25-26 May). 

2013 − Prescritto e proscritto. Religione e società nell’Italia moderna (secc. XVI-XIX) [Prescribed 

and proscribed. Religion and society in Modern Italy], (Urbino, 19-20 September). 

− Journée d’Etudes Le mesmérisme en acte: autour de la Société de l’Harmonie Universelle. 

1783-1787 (Université de Paris I, Panthéon-Sorbonne, 13 December) 

 

Publications: 

a) books 

1995 – Feudalità e giurisdizione criminale nel Lazio (XVIII secolo). Gli “Stati” dei Colonna 

[Feudalism and criminal jurisdiction in Latium (XVIIIth Century). The Colonna family’s 

States], PhD Dissertation, University of Bari. 

2000 – Una rivoluzione difficile. La repubblica romana del 1798-1799 [A difficult revolution. The 

Roman republic of 1798-99], Pisa-Roma, Istituti editoriali e poligrafici internazionali (with 

M. Cattaneo e M.P. Donato). 

2008 – Settimo contributo alla bibliografia vichiana (2001-2005) [VIIth contribution to Vico’s 

bibliography], Roma, Edizioni di storia e letteratura (with M. Riccio). 

– Vico e l’Oriente: Cina, Giappone, Corea [Vico and the Orient: China, Japan, Korea], Roma, 

Tiellemedia (co-editor, with F. Masini and M. Sanna). 

2013 − Atlante storico dell’Italia rivoluzionaria e napoleonica, Roma, Ecole Française de Rome 

(co-editor, with M. P. Donato, M. Cattaneo, J.-F. Chauvard) 

b) articles and book chapters 

More than 50, since 1992. Among the most recent: 

2003 – “Pio VII e il suo pontificato: studi recenti e celebrazioni bicentenarie” [Pius VII and his 

pontificate: recent studies and bicentennial celebrations], Rivista di storia e letteratura 

religiosa, XXXIX, 2003, 1, pp. 141-153. 
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– “Donne, pratica medica e sapere scientifico nell’età moderna” [Women, medical practices 

and scientific knowledge in Modern Age], in A. Ligustro - A. Manna (eds.), La libertà delle 

donne in Europa e nel Mediterraneo, Bari, Laterza, 2003, pp. 205-211. 

– “Le ‘Calamitose vicende della Santa Sede’. L’esilio di Pio VI e il governo della Chiesa 

universale” [The ‘Holy See’s calamitous vicissitudes’. Pius VI’s exile and the government of 

the universal Church], in L. Lotti - R. Villari (eds.), Universalismo e nazionalità 

nell’esperienza del giacobinismo italiano, Roma-Bari, Laterza, 2003, pp. 411-446. 

2004 – “La feudalità nello Stato pontificio alla fine del ’700” [Feudalism in the Pontifical State at 

the end of XVIIIth Century], Studi storici, XLV, 2004, 3, pp. 751-784. 

– “Assetto territoriale e dinamiche dei poteri nel Ducato di Sermoneta (1586-1817)” 

[Territorial asset and the dynamics of powers in the Duchy of Sermoneta (1586-1817)], in 

Bonifacio VIII, i Caetani e la storia del Lazio, Roma, “L’Erma” di Bretschneider, 2004, pp. 

143-174. 

2005 – “Documenti sul magnetismo animale nell’Archivio del Sant’Uffizio (1838-1908)” [Records 

on animal magnetism in the Archive of the Holy office (1838-1908)], Rivista di storia del 

Cristianesimo, II, 2005, 2, pp. 459-477. 

– “Il magnetismo animale tra scienza, politica e religione. Nuove fonti e linee di ricerca” 

[Animal magnetism between science, politics and religion. New sources and research 

guidelines], «Laboratorio ISPF», II, 2005, 2, pp. 10-30 

(http://www.ispf.cnr.it/index.php?modload=ispf_lab&wikipage=Sommario2005NumeroII_2).  

2006 – “Aristocrazia e vita culturale a Roma alla fine del Settecento: il caso degli Odescalchi” 

[Aristocracy and cultural life in Rome at the end of the XVIIIth Century. The case of the 

Odescalchi family], in B. Alfonzetti - N. Bellucci (eds.), Alfieri a Roma, Roma, Bulzoni, 

2006, pp. 71-106. 

– “Il giuramento civico nella vita politica e religiosa della Repubblica romana” [The civic 

oath in the politic and religious life of the Roman Republic], Ricerche per la storia religiosa 

di Roma, 11, 2006, pp. 31-53. 

2008 – “I ‘princìpi eterni dei feudi’ e la questione del feudalesimo giapponese” [The “eternal 

principles of fiefs” and the question of Japanese feudalism], in D. Armando, F. Masini, M. 

Sanna (eds.), Vico e l’Oriente. Cina, Giappone, Corea, Roma, Tiellemedia, pp. 283-300. 

2009 – “Fra riforma della Chiesa e Rivoluzione. Henri Grégoire e l’Italia” [Between the 

Reformation of the Church and Revolution. Henri Grégoire and Italy], Laboratorio dell’ISPF, 

VI, 2009, 1-2, pp. 37-55, 

http://www.ispf.cnr.it/file.php?file=/ispf_lab/documenti/saggi_2009_armandodavid_01.pdf. 

– “Scienza, demonolatria o “impostura ereticale”? Il Sant’Uffizio romano e la questione del 

magnetismo animale” [Science, demonolatry or “heretic fraud”. The Holy Office and animal 

magnetism], Giornale di Storia, 2, 2009, www.giornaledistoria.net. 

2010 –  “La questione feudale” [The feudal question], in Il Settecento negli studi italiani: problemi 

e prospettive [The eighteenth century and the Italian Studies: problems and perspectives], 

edited by  A. Postigliola and A.M. Rao, Roma, Edizioni di storia e letteratura, 2010, pp. 171-

184. 

– “Raccoglier lettere. Le ‘Vico collaborations’ di  Jack W. Stauffacher e Dennis Letbetter” 

[Collecting letters. Jack W. Stauffacher’s and Dennis Letbetter’s “Vico Collaborations”], 

Laboratorio dell’ISPF, VII, 2010, 1-2, pp. 82-180, 

http://www.ispf.cnr.it/file.php?file=/ispf_lab/documenti/strumenti_2010_05.pdf.  

– L’ombra del Gianicolo. Considerazioni sui luoghi del 1849 romano [The shade of the 

Gianicolo. Some reflections about the places of 1849 in Rome], in I luoghi della città: saperi, 

poteri e memoria. Roma in età moderna e contemporanea [The places of the town: 

http://www.ispf.cnr.it/index.php?modload=ispf_lab&wikipage=Sommario2005NumeroII_2
http://www.ispf.cnr.it/file.php?file=/ispf_lab/documenti/saggi_2009_armandodavid_01.pdf
http://www.giornaledistoria.net/
http://www.ispf.cnr.it/file.php?file=/ispf_lab/documenti/strumenti_2010_05.pdf
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knowledge, powers and memory. Rome in the modern age], edited by B. Marin, M. Boitieux 

and M. Caffiero, Roma, Ecole Française de Roma, 2010 

– “Magnetismo animale” [Animal magnetism], “Pio VI”, “Rivoluzione francese” [French 

revolution], “Vico, Giambattista”, in Dizionario storico dell’Inquisizione [Historical 

dictionary of the Inquisition], dir. by A. Prosperi, with the collaboration of V. Lavenia and J. 

Tedeschi, Pisa, Edizioni della Normale, 2010. 

2011 – “Molinelli, Giambattista”, in Dizionario Biografico degli italiani, LXXV, Roma, Istituto 

della Enciclopedia Italiana, 2011. 

− “Pio VI a Firenze: il governo della Chiesa e la difesa del papato nell’Italia della 

Rivoluzione” [Pius VII in Florence: ruling the Church and defending the papacy in 

Revolutionary Italy], Rivista di storia e letteratura religiosa, XLVII, 1, pp. 89-112. 

2012 − “Costruire la sovranità popolare. Le commissioni municipali romane e le elezioni per la 

Costituente del 1849” [Building national sovereignty. The municipal commissions in Rome 

and the elections for the Constituent Assembly in 1849], Laboratorio dell’ISPF, IX, 2012, 

2012, pp. 117-164, http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/2012_1-2_304.pdf. 

− (with M. Sanna) “Zhongwenban xuyan” [Foreword to Chinese edition], in Weike, Daxue 

kaixue dianli yanjiang ji. Weike lun renwen jiaoyu (G. Vico, Inaugural orations. Vico on 

human education), transl. by Zhang Xiaoyong, Shanghai, Shanghai Renmin Chubanshe, 2012, 

pp. 1-5 (Italian version: “Una nuova edizione cinese di Vico. Introduzione”, in Laboratorio 

dell’ISPF, IX, 2012, pp. 187-192, http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/2012_1-2_401.pdf). 

− “Natali, Carlo Giacomo”, in Dizionario biografico degli italiani, LXXVII, 2012, pp. 866-

869. 

2013 − “‘Rendre les révolutions utiles’. Politica e religione tra la Repubblica romana e la Roma di 

Napoleone”, [‘Making revolutions useful’. Politics and Religion from the Roman Republic to 

Napoleon’s Rome], in L’Impero e l’organizzazione del consenso. La dominazione 

napoleonica negli Stati Romani, 1809-1814, ed. by M. Caffiero, V. Granata, M. Tosti, 

Catanzaro, Rubbettino, 2013, pp. 111-135. 

− “Spiriti e fluidi. Medicina e religione nei documenti del Sant’Uffizio sul magnetismo 

animale (1840-1856)” [Spirits and fluids. Medicine and religion in the Holy Office record on 

animal magnetism (1840-1856)], in Médecine et religion: compétitions, collaborations, 

conflits (XIIe-XXe siècles), ed. by M.P. Donato, L. Berlivet, S. Cabibbo, R. Michetti, N. 

Nicoud, Paris - Rome, Editions de l’Ecole française de Rome, 2012, pp. 195-225. 

− “Giambattista Vico”, in Il contributo italiano alla storia del pensiero. Storia e politica 

[Italy’s Contribution to the History of Thought. Historiography and Politics], ed. by G. 

Galasso, Rome, Istituto della Enciclopedia Italiana, pp. 277-283 (with M. Sanna). 

 

 

(December 2013) 

http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/2012_1-2_304.pdf
http://www.ispf-lab.cnr.it/2012_1-2_401.pdf

