
 
 
 
-PROFESSIONAL MASTER PROGRAMME SHEET - 2026-2027 A.Y. 

Title TESI - Training and Education in Social Innovation. 
IPA-ADRION00547, Training and Education in Social Innovation 
TransNational Master TESI – TN MASTER funded by the Interreg VI-B 
Interreg IPA Adriatic Ionian Program (IPA ADRION). 

 

Code  6112  
Level II Level Executive Master Program  
Director Prof. Riccardo Prandini   
Registration fee for 
selection  
and 
enrolment fee  
 
 

Registration fee for selection: € 60 (non-refundable contribution for ad-
ministrative services - Article 1 of the call for applications). The registra-
tion fee will be refunded only to those who pass the selection process and 
will enroll in the professional master's program.  

The TESI – TN MASTER is funded under an IPA-ADRION Project; therefore, 
students are not required to pay any participation fee, and the TESI – TN 
MASTER will cover the cost of mobility to/from Bologna, internship, ac-
commodation, and meals. 

The 25 positions will be open only to candidates from the regions of coun-
tries that are part of the Adriatic-Ionian macro-region: Italy (Emilia-Roma-
gna, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Veneto, Lombardia, Trentino Alto Adige, 
Marche, Umbria, Abruzzo, Molise, Puglia, Basilicata, Calabria, Sicilia), 
Croatia, Slovenia, Greece, Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montene-
gro, North Macedonia, Serbia, and San Marino. 

 

Subject area Social, economic, legal  
Professional master 
programme description: 

objectives/targets 

 

 

 

 

 

Pursuant to Decree no. 270 of 22 October 2004 of the Italian Ministry of 
Education, University and Research, for the academic year 2026-2027, 
Alma Mater Studiorum – Università di Bologna, with Bologna as the ad-
ministrative seat, will run a II-level executive master's program in “Training 
and Education in Social Innovation” (TESI – TN MASTER). The executive 
TESI – TN MASTER is initiated at the proposal of the Political and Social 
Sciences Department, in cooperation with the University of Tirana and the 
University of San Marino. The TESI – TN MASTER intends to form “Social 
Innovators" able to design, implement, and promote innovative social so-
lutions and tools to respond to contemporary social issues within Public 
Administrations and social organizations in the Adriatic-Ionic Area. More-
over, the TESI – TN MASTER aims to strengthen networks of practitioners 
working in this field to support regional development. The TESI – TN MAS-
TER provides both theoretical and practical knowledge, together with 
hands-on experience. With this aim, each teaching module includes 
workshops and laboratories led by academic staff and social innovation 
practitioners, introducing students to real-life case studies and equipping 
them with technical skills for designing innovative social solutions. Be-
yond providing theoretical and technical knowledge on social innova-
tion’s debates and methodologies, the TESI – TN MASTER focuses on five 

 



 
 
 

macro-topics: migration and social integration, inclusion of vulnerable 
groups, corporate social responsibility and social economy, urban and ru-
ral regeneration, education and youth empowerment. These topics are 
covered in the TESI – TN MASTER, including a theoretical introduction to 
the social problem and experiential workshops that enable participants 
to apply knowledge through simulations, case studies, and collaborative 
problem-solving activities. Lecturers also include a series of transversal 
themes: digital solutions, gender equality, ethnicity and class, ethics and 
values, and political cultures and structures. 

Titles required for 
admission 
 

The program is reserved for candidates who, at the time of enrolment, 
have the following qualifications and access requirements: 
- second cycle degree/master's degree (Bologna Process).  
- Self-certification of English language proficiency (Level B1). 
 
Applicants who have obtained their degree outside Italy must provide the 
Declaration of Value (or Diploma Supplement) for the academic 
qualification, along with an officially translated and legalized academic 
diploma (translation is not required for qualifications and certificates in 
English, French and Spanish). For academic qualifications awarded by 
institutions in countries in the European Higher Education Area (Bologna 
Process), only the Declaration of Value can be replaced by a Diploma 
Supplement, issued by the relevant University in accordance with the 
European Commission form. 
 

 

Additional compulsory 
requirements  

a) Detailed curriculum vitae in English; 

b) List of relevant titles: publications, academic honors, scholarships, 
grants, certificates of professional experience in companies/institutions 
/offices/other organizations, voluntary activities with non-governmental 
organizations, letters of recommendation, etc. 

c) Letter of motivation in English (maximum two pages). The letter must 
specify the candidates' motivations, their interest in Social Innovation, 
and their main thematic areas or fields of interest. 

d) Self-declarations of English language proficiency (Level B1) 

 

Course structure 
 

The TESI – TN MASTER has an overall duration of 14 months. The 8 in-per-
son teaching modules are held on the University of Bologna's premises. 
The other two modules are online. Each teaching module consists of 15 
hours of teaching. During the second part, students spend a period of 
mobility at a partner university, where they attend specialized laborato-
ries and study visits and elaborate a project with business partners. The 
last two months of the TESI – TN MASTER are dedicated to writing the final 
thesis. 

 

Administrative office  Bologna (Italy)  



 
 
 

Place of teaching Bologna (Italy)  

Language English   

Duration Annual   

ECTS credits  60  

Compulsory attendance 80%   

Teaching delivery methods 8 sessions will be held in-person; 2 sessions will be held online  

Available places 25   

Application deadline (to 
register for selection) 

September 28th, 2026  

Selection date  

 

Selection by qualifications. No selection interviews will be conducted.  

Selection method  Admission to the TESI – TN MASTER will be subject to passing the 
selection process based on the evaluation of qualifications and 
motivation letters. 
Admission to the TESI – TN MASTER is granted to eligible candidates, 
within the limits of available positions, based on the ranking established 
in accordance with the total score achieved. The maximum score given 
by the Admission Board is 100 points, of which the breakdown is as 
follows: 
a) Consistency and relevance of the “Curriculum vitae ac studiorum” with 
the Master's themes, i.e., those relating to social innovation (55 points). 
b) Motivation letter (35 points). 
c) English language proficiency (10 points). 
A minimum score of 60/100 is required to pass the selection. 

 

Date of ranking list, 
Publication and opening of 
enrolments 

November 9th 2026. 

The rankings can be consulted on Studenti Online by entering your 
username and password  

 

Enrolment period From November 9th, 2026, to November 16th, 2026.   

Students with a civil 
disability certificate of 66% 
or higher or a certificate 
pursuant to Law 104/92  

NOT applicable  

Professional staff and CEL 
staff of the University of 
Bologna  

NOT applicable  

https://studenti.unibo.it/sol/welcome.htm


 
 
 

Alumni Association 
members 

 

Not applicable  

Auditors  NOT applicable   

Implementing procedures: 

• Internship/project  

 

• Laboratories, 
interactive 
workshops, and 
study visits during 
the mobility period 

• Final examination 

 

Internship with project work, laboratories, and interactive workshops; 22 
ECTS 

 

Laboratories, workshops, and study visits during the mobility period: 3 
ECTS 

 

Final examination: final discussion – 5 ECTS 

 

Start of lessons and 
information on the calendar 
of learning activities 

January 22nd and 23rd 2027. Social Innovation Theory (What is Social 
Innovation; How to define the ‘social’ of Social Innovation) – 
University of Bologna- 3 ECTS 
 
February 19th and 20th 2027. Community design and impact evaluation 
for social innovation - University of Republic of San Marino- 3 ECTS 
 
March 19th and 20th, 2027, online. Theory of Societal Transformation -
University of Tirana- 3 ECTS 
 
April 23rd and 24th 2027. Project Design, Management and Capacity 
Building for Social Innovation – Faculty of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, University of Zagreb- 3 ECTS 
 
May 14 th and 15 th 2027. Migration and social innovation - University of 
Belgrade - Faculty of Philosophy- 3 ECTS 
   

June 18th and 19th, 2027. Education and youth empowerment - 
University of Tirana- 3 ECTS 
 
July: INTERNSHIP (two weeks). 
 
September 10th and 11th, 2027. Corporate Social Responsibility and 
social economy as social innovation – University of Bologna- 3 ECTS 
 
October 8th and 9th, 2027. Social Innovations and Inclusion of 
Vulnerable Groups - Science and Research Centre Koper- 3 ECTS 
 

 



 
 
 

November 19th and 20th 2027. Urban regeneration as social innovation 
- University Iuav of Venice- 3 ECTS  
 
December 17th and 18th online: Data Analysis and Participatory Design 
for social innovation – Department of Special Account for Research 
Funds - Hellenic Open University- 3 ECTS 
 
February 18th and 19th 2028  
Project work discussion 

More information The TESI – TN MASTER is funded under an IPA-ADRION Project; therefore, 
students are not required to pay any participation fee, and the TESI – TN 
MASTER will cover the cost of mobility to/from Bologna, internship, ac-
commodation, and meals.  

The TESI – TN MASTER includes a fully funded 15-day international intern-
ship with a project partner in one of the participating countries. Students 
will combine hands-on experience in a real organizational setting with 
lectures, workshops, and networking activities at the host university. In-
ternship placements are assigned based on students’ applications and 
the Scientific Board's evaluation. The experience and insights gained dur-
ing the internship can be further developed into the final project work, 
which will be presented and discussed at the end of TESI – TN MASTER.  

 

For administrative 
information 
 

Contact the Ufficio Master at master@unibo.it 

Virtual help desk Mondays and Fridays from 9.00 am. to 11.30 am 

 

For scientific and teaching 
information 
 

Fabio Pizzimenti - Fondazione Alma Mater   

f.pizzimenti@fondazionealmamater.it 

mobile +39 333-6185352 | phone +39 051-2080501   

 

 

 

mailto:master@unibo.it
https://sportelli.unibo.it/

