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The Italian Platform for Sustainable Chemistry (IT-SusChem) is an open and transparent grouping activity. The aim is to create a strategic and intellectual alliance between companies, research and educational Institutions, stakeholders and society to provide solutions to critical societal demands, to boost innovation, strengthen competitiveness and foster effective public-private partnership. 

Italian industries, under the coordination of Federchimica, and academia, under the guide of Bologna University, on behalf of CRUI (Conferenza dei Rettori delle Università Italiane), have been working together to create an Italian SusChem Platform since March 2006. 

The launch of IT-SusChem Platform took place in Bologna on 23rd October 2006, when the first draft of the IT- SuSChem Vision and SRA document was presented. The document defines the strategies in a national perspective to address societal needs, to boost the competitiveness of Italian Chemistry and Biotech sector, exploit research competences and skills in trans-national research programs and stimulate future national R&D programs to be aligned to the EU level.

More than 350 delegates attended this event with about 100 stakeholders (Industrial Companies & Private Research Laboratories, Associations, Italian Universities & Inter-University Consortia, Italian Research Centres and Other Companies & Groups) that gave their formal agreement to participate to the platform activities. This number of stakeholders has grown to over 220 up to January 2008. 

Following the Platform launch, a national consultation has been opened to collect all the feedbacks and integrations by both research and industry sectors in order to finalize the Italian Vision Document that was published in April 2007. It was distributed during the launch of IT-SusChem, and made available on the web for download [1]. 

The governance and structure of IT-SusChem is close to that of ETP SusChem. A Promoter Committee was formed to guide the formation of IT-SusChem and aimed to create the critical mass around the national implementation of the ETP SusChem, by involving all the potentially interested stakeholders. The Platform activities are managed by a Scientific Committee, nominated by the stakeholders group and representing the following technology areas:

1.
Industrial Biotechnology.

2.
Material Technology.

3.
Reaction and Process Design.

The integration of the common scientific subjects and of the complementary methodologies used by the three technology areas will be carried out by the Horizontal Issue area.  

References 

[1] http://www.unibo.it/Portale/Ricerca/Servizi+Docenti+Ricercatori/finanzeuropei/ITSuschemPlatform.htm

PAGE  
1

